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REVIEW 


of Mr. D A V ISs 


VINDICATION: 


Giving no Satisfaction. 
-.-:-— EL ENG I 


For the greateſt part of it, no dire& Anſwer to what is charged | 
upon him 3 but meer EV ASIONS, to deceive his READER. 


Things that tends to practiſe, are chiefly inſiſted upon : Other 
things but lightly touched. KY 


To which is added, 


| Remarks upon ſome Paſſzges of Mr. Cri/p in his Book, Entituled, 
Chriſt alone Exalted. | 


= <P 


The Reaſon of the Authors Engaging in this Controverſy, is giv-| 


Mark them which cauſe Diviſions and Offences, contrary to the Do&rine 
which ye have Learned, and avoid them. Rom. 16,17, - 
The God of Peace,ſhall bruiſe Satan under your Feet ſhortly. Tbid.y, 20, 


LOND O N, 


In 
CO EIS a 4 ono» FO 90 —— hs 


en in the Preface to the Reader. ' 
By Giles Firmin, one of the United Brethren. 


1] Printed for Fobn Layreuce, at the Angel in the Poultrey. 
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H E Book Entituled, the Horrible Plague begun at Rowe, &c. was ſent r0 me, by 

an unknown Hand : When I read it, I found my Nume mention:d, p. 14. my Bre- 

thren might bave named others, far better than my ſelf; but they were pleaſed to mention my 

Name alone. I had no thoughts to meddle with the Controverſy ; butreading Mr. Davis Vin- 

dication of himſelf, and abſerving be foun4 fault with that, for which they nzm?d me : I 
reſolved ro defend that Dofrine, which I bad delivered ;'and far which they quoted me. 

As for theſe Antinomian Tenets, wenzed by Dr. Criſp, end Mr. Davis, I bzv2 Regan to 
be acquainted with them : Firſt living in an Antinomian Family, about 66 years fante , 
when I was 4 School- Boy. During the three years of my living there, | giving sbem thein 
Opinions, | it was as well ordered a Family, as anyin the Town, ftriftiy obſerving the Lords 
Day. One Nation I sbſerved there, which I never heard before, nor fince : It was the Inter- 
pretation of the Revel- 12, 1. It wats Manuſcript faſtned to g board. 

I ſaw a Woman Clothed with the Sur» [ That &, the Church Clothed with the Righte+ 
uſneſs of Chriſt, to her Juſtification ] and the Moon, [ that 5, Sandtification ] under her 

cet 


After I went from thence toCambridge, and from thence to New- England ; upon my re- 
turn bither, I viſited the Family : As to their Morals, they held very ſober : But as to their 
Opinions, more corrupt. ; 

The Lords Day, which they did ſo ftrifly obſerve before, and did not now openly profane it , 
yet the Morality now i denyed ; and one of the Company, who did an(wer bl Name, ( Mud 
Was bi Name, and & very Muddy Fellow he was ) brought them to theſe Opinions, 

I. If there were any ſuch thing, as Sin in the World, God was the Author of it ; 
[. 66- for Sin, being Res, or Ens, tbey did notunderſtand that. ] | 

2+ As dyeth the Beaft, ſo dyeth Man, denying a Future State. TI aledged that 
zn 1 Cor. 15. 19. If in this Life only we have hope in Chriſt, we are of all Men, the 
moſt Miſerable : They told me, that was « Text ſomething hard to anſwer ; but they thought 
it might be anſwered : But there Tleft them, and nsver ſaw-them more: When we can make 
nothing of leſſer Errors, God may give us up to them, which are groſs. 

Wren I returned to New-England ; before our Ship came into Harbour, 4 Shallop coming 
of Shore to ws, the Men told ws, the Churches were on fire. 1 was amazed to hear it ; 
for T left them all in {nity and Peace, When T cameon Shoar, I was told,. the Heat, the A- 
nimoſities were ſo high,that they were ready to lay Hands on their Swords, to draw one a4gain{t 


another, Mr. Wheelwright 4 Miniſter, aed bis part there, as Mr. Davis: doth here. All- 
the Diſcourſe was about Juſtification, and the Aſſurance of it, by the immsdizte Teftimory of © 


the Spirit, or an abſolute promiſe applyed by the Spirit. To ſpeak of Conditional promiſes,” $1n- 
Aification, or Marks, was a Mark of on? unr the Cov:nent of works ; a perſon r9 be de(pi-- 
ſed. A Zealot, whoſe Name I ſee in the Book put forth by Mr. Weld ; I ashed bim, I pray 
thee tell me, what ks Juſtification, thou art ſo bot only upon it > H2 anſwered me, traly 'ris 
fo great a thing, that I do not know what it 13. As for any inherent work wrought by 
the Spirit, in the Hearts of ſound believers, this was ſlighted. It fell ont (o, when 1 came- 
on ſhaar, that the Governor with whom I lived before, was nat at home : Onr Paſtor, was- 
one with the Souldiers,to the Pequit War. I could not tell wheeber ro go ; but Mrs. Hutch- 
ilons Son being my Meſs-mate intbe #hip, he carryed m: to his Mothers H3u'e, where I eat 
my firſt Meal : Diſcourſong of leveral things at Table [ thouzh Thad nos ſeen My. Cotton 
our Teacher ; being choſen to Office, while I was in England, ] T to'd them, I beard ſuch things 


charged upon Mr. Cotton ; which I did believe,he would never oxen ;[| he told me bimſelf how 
be was abuſed by them , when I grew acquainted with him ] Mrs. Hutchiſon, asked me,: 
what it was ? I told ber, that be ſhoul4 ſay, there was no difference berween the Graces: 


wrought in a Child of God, and what was wrought in an Hypocrite: Several at the 
61 Tale 
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To the Reader. 
Table ſaid, they never heard Mr. Cotton deliver any ſuch thing ; yes ſaid Mrs. Hutchiſon, 


he hath delivered ſomething likz it : Will, faid ſhe, any Body ſay there is ?- Then ſhe and 
T fell to our werk; ſye was ſoon put to fplerce; this was the firft and the laſt Diſcourſe, that 


eve? I bad with her. Mr. Dyer, the Husband of her that brought forth that horrid Monſter ; 
be would bave Chriſt to be the new Creature , ard would prove it from the Grech Text, 


2 Cor. 5. 17. & Tis # p69, aan 1101 joyning uu i015, with pie, by Appoſition, 
and fo would rexd *t thus: It any Man bein Chrilt, rhe New Creature ; had he been at 
School, his falſe Grammar, might have coſt him a laſ) : Our Paſtor Mr. Wilſon, @ preci- 
ous Saint, he was deſpiſed by tbem ; though a Man of a fingular Spirit, Our Governcur, O14 
Mr. John Winthrop, a Man for Grace, high Appreher/ions of God, Self- denial, ſpending 
all bs Eftate for the Common good, was one of 4 thouſand, he was ſlightly efteemed by them. 
One of this Antinomian Ganggbecauſe he was 4 Member of the Church;in the Debates they had 
inthe Church, calls bim Brother Governour, when he {pthe 10 him. I think, Chriſtianity 
doth not teach Menygo deny Civil ReſpeF, and Honour to mo : But thus didour troubles 
continue, till the Synod having Condemned their Errors Mrs. Hutchiſon Excommunicated, 
Mr. Vaughan [| who when Governor, was the great Favourer and Maintainer of theſe Exrors, 
and did animate that Fation | by the Free-Men caft out from being ſo much as an Ailiſtant ; 


ſo be and Mr. Wheelwright /eft ws: The Heads of thaz party removed from 15, then our 


Troubles began to ceaſe, Sanfification came to be in ſome Requeſt again ; and there were 
Nates and Marks given of 4 good Eftate: T took notice, when the word was firſt uſed, and 
what the Mark was. The Inſclent, Proud Carriages of that Party in New-England, makes 
me 10 have no good Opinion of them in England. What woful work, the Turbulent Spirit of 
Afr. Davis, with His Goſpel { not Chrifts ] hath made, we: hear from ſeveral parts, The 
Paſtor of a Church near us, being dead, word was ſent, there were tw3 Minijfters, whoſe 
Churches Mr. Davis bad broken, they might btve which they would; with divers others be- 
fides. Many things Tread in Mr. Davis, with Abhorrency, and would have ſpoken tothem ; 
but that I ſaw' my Sheets increaſed beyond my Intention : I choſe rather to ſpeak to them which 
weere more praftical. If inthe cloſe of my Days, I may do any Service to tbe Church of Chriſt, 
[ while others, who bave better Parts and Grace, will do mcr:: | I ſhall have cauſe to walk 
vumbly and thankfully, before the Lord for it. | 


The ur:worthyeſt of 
Redewell Chrif's Miniſters, 
April 4+ 93+ Giles Firmin. 
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the time of Converſion, 7. Uunbelief, k not always the *firſt Sin the Spirit Conc1- 
ceth of, 104; Saving Faith 4 not a particular perſwafion, that Chriſt # ours, 12, 13+ 34- 
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Relative Ben: fits, are Conditional, 24. Toe Church:s which My. D. would breath, FVin.!t- 
czted, 25. Nr. Davis no Goſpel Minifter, 26. The Agreement of the United Brethren 
Defended, 29. Chriſts Rule for Admiſſion of Members, 30» Azainſt Lay-Preacy- 
ers, 30 31. | 


,, 
T' H E uſecf the Law, and Prepzratory Works, p.3.t0 7» True Converts, may nat know 


UMI. 


—_— __ - Tee OR Wee TE wr Tv - nc TS OR © w > £2. hn) F he” 
| ( ! 


CHAP.;L.”. 
Of Legal Preparatory Works. 


H A T the Goſpel doth Command Sinners to believe, and invites Sinnevs as Sinners 
t0 come to Chriſt, not as Saints, nor as little and reformed Sinners, W ' \ © 


 o& evident from the whole Current of Goſpel-invitation, ſaith Mr. Davk; p'i16- 49- 
This is not denyed, and we bleſs our Jeſus for” it, that he calleth Siri-' + © * 
ners, and the worſt of Sinners. CN OE Cn 49 I NS CN WER 

But whether theſe Sinners be ſo forward to accept this Invitation of Chrift, without 
ſome previous A& of the Spirit to make them willing, is the queſtion?! Of which 


preſently. | . 
A A EE eG Lola 
is tne Duty of every perſon,” w 701PeL 18 EG, GH CATER "10 ORG 
him, immediately od receive him, be he preperrd or not pregered- '' This Command'of 
believing in Chriſt, '1 Jobn 3. 23. is not 'a conditional, Command, the Duty 'of Be- 
lieving, depending upon ſome Condztion, firft performed, butic doth immediately bind 
the Sinner to his Duty ; viz. to Believe in the Lord Jeſus, calling and off N- 
ſelf to you. If it did depend upon a condition, and were not to hs pies ell 
that condition were performed, then Men ſhould not be Condemned' for riot Believ- 
ing, but for not being prepared to believe; it's rior here, "as in the Sacraments, which 
ought to be obſeryed; there is 2 Duty we owe ; but there: 1s a Condition required, 
firft tobe performed by Adult perſons, If thou believeſs with all thine Heart, &c. 
8 AR. 37. Leta Manexamine bimſelf. 1 Cor. 11.28. thoſe Ordinances” belong but to 
ſome, but this Duty of Believing in Chriſt, belongs to Al. eG 

_ Iris as much a Duty, and as ſuitable to Reaſon, for fallen miſerable Man to believe 
in, and immediately to receive a Bleſſed Saviour, Redeemer, offering himſelf to him 
in a'State of Nocency, asit was Adams Duty to love- his Creator in a State of Inne- 
cency. I would have inſiſted more largely upon this, if there had been need. -I 
have ſpoken toit ſomething more in my Real-Chriſtian. 

This benefit I found by this Doftrine, under the —_ Fears and Doubts I met 
with ſeveral years,. of a ſound work of Faith in Chrift ; becauſe I could not find 
thoſe Legal Preparatory Works, which Divines did Preach of, and Print in that man- 
. Her I would have had them, and 1 ſaw others had them: Eſpecially when I read 
"theſe Eminent Servants of Chrift [ whom I have mentioned in my Real-Chriftian ] 
' requiring theſe, as requiſite to the Souls true Humiliation, before. Faithin Chrift, vix+ 
That the Soul muſt be quiet, tho' God will never give it bk Love, tho' be will never manife 
Grace, nor give it Grace , the Heart truly abaſed, % content to bear the Eftate of Damnatron, 


and much more to the ſame purpoſe : What did theſe Holy Men mean, to P 
Print theſe things > What Soul can bear the thoughts, 1f we ſerioufly Meditate upon 


-when he broke the Covenant, - and fell from _ Now thou baft thrown of my 
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Government, Rebelled againſt my Command, and brought your ſelf under my 
Threat, and now art in a Damned condition, , beg tp be quiet, tho'I leave you in 
it, and never manifeſt my Grace or Love to. you > There is not the leaft ſhadow of 
it, but the Promiſe gets the ſtart, and ſteps in, before the Curſe was pronounced. O 
bleſſed bethat Grace, 3 Gen. 45 _ TRIS lm 

Of the ſame uſeis this DoQrine unto Souls, that. lye preſſed under the greatneſs of 
their Sins; what ſuch a one as I, believe, one that hath committed ſuch fins as I have 
done? Believe or be Damned, this knocks all down: Do not you add that Damning 
Sin of #nbelief to all the reft, for then you are Damned indeed. Believing. in Chyift, 
is the waycoSalvation, oo 1 þ.2 

Bur theſe Souls I now ſpeak of, were /illing Souls, Troubled Souls, Laden Souls, 
and to theſe the DoEtrine comes ſweet. gin ' | 

One-word yet I would leave, to be joyned with what Mr. Bavk ſaith. The ſame 
Jeſus that calls Sinners to belzeve in him, calls Sinners alſo to Repentance, - 9 Marth. 13. 
Repent and betjeve the Goſpel, was his Preaching. 1 Mgr. 15. Soit wasof his great Apo- 
ftle Poul, the Sum of: his: Preaching 2e.Aﬀr 21. Þ it yas. of Frye a dſo gf Ter 


did, and whoever he that thall ſay, a Man may be in a Juſtifled,, Pardoned,- and 


Saved where thi An oa rowards God, and Faith in the Lord Feſus Chrift is 
. not found, he is but a Saul-Deceiver, for he that hath Satisfied Divine Juſtice, and 
anſwered whatever the Law can require, hath ſaid, be that believeth not, ſhall be Dam- 
ned, 16 Mar. 16» And unleſs ye Ropers you foall all was Periſh, 13 Luke 3, 5. What 
eyer be his rs Grace, and his own Merits, he will diſpenſe them to none: but 
ſuch He willnot croſs kis own Doctrine he Preached. © Thus he ordered thar Repen- 
2ance and Remiſſion of Sin ,. ſhould be Preached ,in bis Name. 2.4 Luke 47: Now for the 
Second queſtion. The moft Godly and Learned Mer that I bave heard or read, Ma- 
-ſer-Workmen, whom God hath Honoured moſt in bringing home Souls to Chrift, 
they have concluded in the Negative : Man fallen, isnot a SubjeRt capable immedi- 
ately toreceire Jeſus Ckrift, offering himſelf to him in the Goſpel: but there muſt 
be ſome previous Acts of the Spirit to prepare Man far it. . | 
Obrift Exate. But Mr. Criſp tells us, zhe Apoſtle did not Preach 4 deal of Trumpery 
"1,2, Qualifications. muſt be found in Men to preparethem to true Conver- 


wy ſion, 8c. | 
. + 2... © - Mr. Davis being charged, that he ſhould Preach, That. ſuch as Preach 
þ. 94s up Preparatcry Works, are. Legal Preachers , binder Peoples Comfort, keep 


TE HIS themunder Bondage. We ſhould begin with bigh Confidence, and bold it faſt 
8 theend. MAW , 
.. Here, as.in others of his Anſwers, he ſhuMes, and refers us to his Anſwersbefore, 
toa charge of the ſame nature, viz. Tha: they who tell us of John Baprift preparing the 
Way , prophefie lies in the Name of the Lord, &cy; and tell us, that they who: Preach up Pre- 
paratory Works as Qualifications, that muſt recommend perſons to Chriſt, are theſe Liars : 
Did 7obn the Baptiſt Preach ſo? 1 ice you expreſs a bitter Spirit againſt the Presbyte- 
nans, name oxe . of them that ever did ſo Preach; I have heard as great Legal 
eaChers, as.any are in, England, before you were born, Mr. Davis,: and I never 
heard any ſuch woxds come out of their Mouths nor read any ſuch line intheir Books; 
buc.the conſtant Langnage wah the end of. all Preparatory Works, was, not tocom- 
mend as to Chrift, but to commend Chriſt to us : To-make us feel the abſolute ne- 
ceffiies of him, and ſee the Glorious Excellencies in him. What the Papiſts prate 
- of Mensabilities to prepare, and diſpoſe themſelves for Grace, concern not us, their 
| own Bradwardin hath given them their anſwer , Proteſtants may be ſi- 
| Fad que ,. lent. But. you. are not dealing. with Papiſis, but Proteſtants; you 
| Dei +1-64- would make your followers believe, we area company of filly Fellows, 
39436, . ._ - that know-not how to Preach the. Law|: which I never read ſoabu- 
37+ OC fed by any Manas byyou,, well may you be called an 4n:inomian ]bur 
. wemuſt come to joarn of yqu- But 
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have a Picke againft. Amraidus, here ſpeaks as ſound Diyinity ro this. ;... 
queſtion, as any you haye in your Book, which is but litel#. * ' * Theſe Sal- 
muril. 4. de 
| Chir. ſervitutis. Theſ.. 40 


Come to our Engliſh Divines, I believe there is ſcarce atiy. one ofour Ames.medul. 
01d Divines, whom God have honoured under him,to bring home ma- 7h.c-26. 
ny Souls to Chriſt [| and ke hath honoured them as much, and more ini Theſ. 12, 
this Century,then any in the World ]but they have Preached and Prin- - 
ted theſe preparatory Works, wi Mr. Perkins, Mr. Rogers, @'c. Read our Engliſh 
Divines at the Synod of Dort, upon the third and fourth queſtions, De Antecedanck a4 
Converfionem, read alſo the Palatinate, and the Geneva Divines there. _ 

CalvinT hope, was.one of the firſt Keformers, read. him,. Fnſtis. |, 3+ cap. 2; Sec. 7- 
by all theſe Mr. Davi.and Mr. Criſp, may ſee they are but Imovgtors, and Mr. Davis 
condemned by his owh Rule. | EI eY.74 

But laying by theſe Teſtimonies of Holy and Learned Men, a cloud of Witneſſes, 
I will come cloſſer to the work : whereas you deride and condemn Legal Preachers, 
I ſay, he cannot be a ſound Goſfpel-Preacher , who is not a right Legal Preacher. 

1. The Law was Firft, had there no Law, there had been no the 
Goſpel came 1n by occaſion of a Law broken. "AGE | = 

2. Weareall borh. under theLaw, not under the Goſpel, 3+ are or under the Law 
[ being nor in Chriſt) but undey Grace, & Rom. 14. But they were under the Law be- 
tore, let the frſt then be firſt Preached, _ WIN + Pe 
3- It is the Law known,and the effes oft felt in the Soul,which makes usto know 
and underſtand the neceffity and worth of the Goſpel: Cell bk Name Jeſus, for be ſhall 
fave his People from their Sins. 1 Math, 21. Sin, what isthat > How ſhall we know what 
Sin 1s ? By the Law % the Knowledge of. Sin, 3 Rom.20. I bad not known Sin, bus by the 
Law, &c- 7 Rom. 7. What then? What Evil is thete in Sin? Yes, there is ſome Evil 
in 1t, 1n its nature it is Enmity againſt God, and the Wages of it, is Death. Yea, Death 
Eternal, Devouring fire, Everlaſting Burnings, 33 T4, 14. But why ſo? We 'may ef< 
capethat, will nor amendment of Life, and walkmg ebediently tor the future, pre- 
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vent that >. Yes, if youcan ſatisfie Divine Juſtice, for the breach of his Law paſt, 
and give perſonal and'perfedt obedience for the fature, then there 'may be hopes of 
eſcaping the wrath of” God for your Sin. *_ All this 1s Law-work,' and where are you 
now Sinner, '1t is impoſſible to anſwer'this Condition-? Now what think you of. Fe- 
ſus ? You needed not to have oppoſed, deſpiſed, beſpattered the Law as you have done, 
Mr.-Davs, telling us, the Light of 'the Law is impure, that it drives Men further from 
Chriſt : Paul did not think ſo, 3 Gal. 24. As forour Juſtification before God by the 
Works of the Law, we are as far fromthat, as your ſelf, or any Antinomian in Eng- 
Lend : But that the Preaching of the Law, to make Men know Sin, *and know them - 
ſelves, that they may be beaten'our of themſelves,, and | wk. accept the lnvitation 
of Chriſt, is very uſeful and neceffary, ſo that he is an'Irrational, and an 'unſound 
Goſpel-preacher,thar doth notPreach rheLaw to theſe'ends,no Rational Man can deny. 
For tho' Chrift calls and invites Sinners to himſelf, as you ſay, yet there are three 
things which hinders the Sinners Acceptance of his offer, they make light of it,as they 
did 22 Mat.bs, and it isthe power iS Spirit by the Law, which muſt remove theſe. 


have not the Spiritual Knawledge of them, to know them as they ought : this word 
_ exght, carry mo I Gor. 8. 2, and without that, we ' know noching Savingly;, 
hey feel of Divine 


they are in themſelves: Of what conſequerice both to.ſound Converſion, and after- 
wards ' of a gracious Conyerfation, the of God, of Sin, of Chrift, of 
Greatures, of Holineſs, all as they ave in themſelves, 3, they that are in earneſt about 
theſe works can tell. And as is the knowledge of God, ſo is the knowledge of all 
CE ES rr bers Row and koby Apteetentitns of 
peak great words ot God, another thmg "ta nave oy 00s © 
Gal h Golf Cory ape dred to Airchen, od Stephen, 7 A#.'2. when the Spirit of 
God hath in ſome mexſare; healed the Eye are Aoding , and this great God, 
and Law-giver appears, aod manifeſt . himſelf to the underſtanding, now the Soul 
feeth, what it is ro have brokenand deſpifed the Law of this God, then what the Lord 
faid to the Jews, 2 Jer. 19. It & an Evil and bitter thing,thes thou beſt, Ferſeken the Lord. 
**, So by the Law, he finds Sin is an Evil thing in'its nature, and.will be bitter in the 
effeas--Thus the Spirit removes this Hinderance by the.Law.. 
.. Object. Bur "rk ſeid, we may. hnow the Evit of Sin by yhe Gael. © 
© Anjw. 1, Sin may be known without the Goſpel, bat. nor without the Law, the 
Gentifes iris Rom. 4,15. kriew no Goſpel. but they knew. Sihby the Law within them; 

2.. We know Sin by the Goſpel, Conſequentialh. 1f there be ſuch Phyfick prepared, 
then there is Sickneſs ; but we know Sm by the Law dire. 

3. The proper work of the Goſpel, is toreveal the. Cure, the proper work of the 
Law, is to diſcover the Diſesſe, which muſt go fitft. - 

'4+ The Goſpel 'is a Confitmttion'of what the Law threatned, before the Law taught; 
be that continuethnotin allthings, written in the Book. of the Law to do them , 


.accurſed. | G4? 3 | OE | 
s- Wemay karn from the Goſpel in (general, that there js Sin; But by the Low, 
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CF 
we know Sins 1n particular: Paul ſaith, he knew Sin by the Law, not by the Goſpel. 
1 bad not known Luſt, except the Law had ſaid, thou ſhalt not Covet. 7 Rom. 7. j- 
The ſecond thing that hinders, is the power -of Mens Luſts, and the Worlg,, bear 
1n-Mens Hearts, theScripture ſpeaks enough of this, and woful experience proves. 
| the truth of what it ſaith. How dear theſe are, 3 Col. 7. When ye lived in them, the 
Element : they live in, Luſfts are as dear as their Lives, for the World, 14 Luke 37. 
there was a-Call, but.they would not go ; and what hindered > Not the Whore, nor 
the Pot ; but lawful things, the World, even a ſlight thing, a-bubble. Abour three- 
ſcore years fince, or more, ſome Men wore Love-locks{_ I think they called them fo ] 
the-indiens do ſo all that I ſaw, a Souldier in the Low-C6untries, coming into a 
Church where a Miniſter was Preaching ; the Minifter eſpying.him, he ſaid ſome thing, 
about his Lock, out goes the Man, cuts of his Lock. When the Sermon was done, 
he comes to the Miniſter, and tells him, Sir, you have made me cut of my Right Hand. 
The Miniſter would know his meaning, he tells him, the Lock which I wore, was as: 
cn to me, as my Right Hand, gad- you in.your-Preaching, have. made-me. cur. 


it . *. F .33x32 

Here the Spirit of God by the Law, hath ſomething to do to-prepare a Soul,to pars - 

with theſe Lufts and bring the price of Creatures to a-lower rate. - 46 1s 

Mr. Davis p. 48. Tells us, The Lew: doth not prepare for Converſion, that will not, tae 

Men off ſrom their Luſts, | | | Wy 

A. No nor Goſpel will do it, without the Spirit of God, be pleaſed to work with, it. 

But this I ay, the Lawin the Hand of the Spirit,is a very fit Mean to prepare the Soul 

for Converfion,and to make the Soul willing,or at leaſt not unwilling to have its. Luſt: 

| ſeparated. Man is a Rational Creature, his #illis moved with Evil. or. Good, the 
Power Sin hath,is in the Fill and the Afe&#ions: Now when tfleGreat andTerrible God, 
age gen theSinner hathRebelled,ſhall appear to the underſtanding,and ſhow him, 

, the Evil of his Rebellion, as now it will appear in the nature; but elpecially in the. 
wages,being the bearing of the wrath of that God eternally [| which doth moſt affe& 
the Heart at firſt: } and the Spirit holds the Soulunder the work, and will not ler 1t flip. - 
outof his Hand, thatnow the Soul ſeeth the evil of Sin is infinitely worſe, than all _ 
the pleaſuresin its Luſts, and the Profits in the World are good ; if there. were na 
more but that, now the #71 ſeeth a reaſon why it ſhould. part with its beloved Luſts; 
if it could tell how to get from them. This is by the Law. _ HEE: £4 

But becauſe the #/:{{ doth never reſt in a Privative good. it is a Hour Appetite, you + 
bave taken away my beloved Diſh, ſprinkling the Curſe and the Wrath of God upon, 
" it, whatdo gs ry inthe room of it, I am empty : Now the Spirit .reve: : 

' Chriſt in the pel, ſhewing. the- Soul the Feaſt prepared, 25-I/a. 6. and making - 
the Soul to taft them, Chriſt and all the Bleſſings of Communion : Now the Appe- 
tire of the rexewed ill is ſatisfied, and now Converfion is wrought, and nope all 
then. The ſatisfationof the 131}, with privative good.ſo that Evil ſhall not o LR, 
and with Poſirive good, that the Appetite may bepleaſed, and find Ref?, 1s that which : 
makes Converſion. , ary 

But Mr. Davi tells us, the Goſpel calls Sinners immediately . ta come to Chrift, Though » 

, they have their Luſfts. 7 pb, bb re tog og 

.. -- A» Very true, he doth call them, and what ſhall they do, when-they cometo hum? - 

Tell him, they are very willing to receive him for their Saviour, ſo he will ſavethem 
from Hell, and bring them to Heaven when they dye; but let themeryoy their Luſts, 
and follow the World while they live, as isthe Faith in Chriſt, and praiſe, of the 
great body of Believers now in the World. They come to Chriſt, either. willing, or 
unwilling, to have their Sins ſeparated from them. 1 they. are will;ng, thus. 1s that 
which Mr. Shephard, one of the greateſt Lepal Preachers. pleads for. His' words. uy 138 
theſe. Remember for ever, that no more Sorrow for Sin, 10 more Separation from Sin, 
neceſſary 20 thy cloſing with Chriſt, than ſo much as makes thee willing, or r4ther-not unwil- 
ting, thas the Lord Gould rake it away, And know jt, if thou ſeekeft for a gredter mes " 
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=” 'Humiliation z amecedent tothe cloſing with Chriſt, than this, thon ſbeweſt more pride 


+ the Voice came, if your Doctrine was rightly raiſed, he was not. 
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If they come unwilling , Chrift came to ſave his People from their Sins ; but theſe 

are unwilling with that, they are willing to be ſaved from Hell, bur keep their: Sins. 
Their coming to him is falſe. 

; The Crown and the Bed, admir but one, it ſhallnoz be Chriſt and a Lfiſt, they will 
not fit on the ſame Throne of the #11, nor lye1n the ſame Bed of Love together. If 
your Lufts muſt 'be preſerved before Chriſt, keep them. | 

Therefore as to what you blame Legal Preachers for, that they hinder Peoples Comfort, 
and keep them in Bondage. How many are there, who though they do not defire the. 
Bondage, yet have earneſtly beg'd of God, and that ſome years, that he would make 
them ſee the evil of Sin more, taſt the bitterneſs of it mover as well it had been for 
many light profeſſors, if they had taſted more of that Gall | ro the end, they might 
be more ſeparated from it; and by tafting one drop, have a litcle knowledge , 
what was that dreadful Cupour Lord drunk off tp the bottom , O Bleſſed be his 
Name; and feared Sm more, it 1s a good help. They have thought of 8 Rom.1x. ye 
bave not recerved the Syirit of Bondage mddiv again, it ſeems the Romans had experience 
of. it, and then ſeems to be a gift, ia/C4] received ir. The words feems to carry in 
them, that it is amercy of God to give this Spirit, tro make Men know Sin, th 


' it produce Bondage for a time, ſo it ends in the Spirit of Adoption, the word is the 


ſame, dC, ye bave received the Spirit of Adoption. 

For many years my ſaying hath been, God rannor make 4 Sinner know bimſelf, and 
$intoo much, if be doth not let bim know his pardoning Grace, and his Chriſt #00 lintle. 

© 3- Still there remains g third hinderance, viz. Man hath a good Opinion of him- 
ſelf: He hath ſome good, 'and can do good, Mans Goodneſs, Mans Righteouſneſs, all 
that grows upon the Natural Stock, is as croſs to Chriſt, and Gods defign in him, it 
18 ascroſs to Gods Righteouſneſs, 1 Rom. 17. and 3 Ch. 22, &c. as Mans Sin is crols to 
Gods Holineſs. Men may think of the Goſpelas they pleaſe, but Ad«ms Brats natu- 
rally are not qr; with the Counſel of God in Chriſt, revealed in the Goſpel, tho' 
to found Belieyer, it is Glorious : He had rather make his own Righteouſneſs ſtand, 
than ſubmir to the Righteouſneſs of God. 10 Rem. 3; 4. And this the Spirit of God, 
by the Law throws down. It was the Law openedin the Spirituaineſs of it;that took 
of Paul from hisown Righteouſneſs, 7 Rom. ſeveral Verſes in the Chapter. | 

Here 1 muſt take notice of your Sermon you Preached in your Yifitation, in Bran- 


zree in Eſſex. The Nores thereof, came to my Hand : Your Text being 1 Kings 19.12. 


After the Fire, 4 ftill ſmall Yoice: having firft cryed down the Law ; The Dodtrine 
you raiſed, as the Notes tell me, was. Norbing will make 4 poor Soul come out of it 
(ef, till it doth hear the ſmall ftill Voice of the Son of God, by bis Spirit. | 
* How was this Doctrine grounded ? Was the Voice Articulate, or not, if it were 
te, which were the words > then we may judge,whether your Dofrine were 
rightly - 4 trois If it were not Articulate, how could you raiſe ſuch a Doctrine, 
many words in your Doctrine > Had you choſen ſuch a Textas 3 Jobn 8. And 
foo! of the Variety of the Spirit in his working, and ſo alluded to this Text to 11- 
luftrate, that had been well. Bur there the Text tells you whar he is Treating upon, 
VIZ., Regeneration, but that was not the thing here, T hope Elijah was Regenerated be- 
fore now : But here ſeemsto be ſome effett upon Elijah, which was nor before, but 
what it was, we cannot tell. How then could you raiſe ſuch a Do&trine from it. 
_ 'Whatdo you mean by the poor Soul coming out of it ſelf > This ſelf, muſt be op- 
fite to Chriſt, that muſt be cither Mans badneſs, or Mans goodneſs; but commonly 
when we ſpeak of unbottoming a Man from himſelf, we mean his own goodneſs, ac- 
| tothe Head I am upon. . 
** But r, was notthe Prophet Elijah come our of himſelf, till he heard this ſmall en 
Poice> Was not that work done in that Holy 01d Prophet,before now ? It was to 


2.1 


\ 


} 
by. 4h Dn ET YOE SE Tn OTE be. 
- Y L : 


UMI 


ft verum, ſo ex puro, nil nifs purums is the light of 


MI 


g - 2 E 4s _ AD aoand , . ET_ "_ _ i . —— 
” Y &> "> > a ode TREE: 
[ -—_ } » - » 
L 7 » 
. - 


2. I ſay, 'ris not the 'ſmell ſtill Voice 'of the Goſpel, but the loud Yoice of the 
Law from Mount Sinai, thundering out Curſeand Terror, toevery one that conti- 
nue not in every thing in the Law to do it; give me perfe& Righteouſneſs, or I Con- 
demn you. If you can find this Righteouſneſs in your ſelf, and ftand at'the Bar 
of Gods Juſtice , do, venrure that, 1f not, ſeek for Righteouſneſs in another. 

I obſerved nothing in the Sermon which was truth , but was very common: 'But. 
the People were much taken withit, I heard, and what was the accent of the. Ser- 
mon, a ſmall ſtill Voice, and with this the People were taken ; their Ears did itch 
after new things, from a Famous Preacher,a word or two about the great:-Commern- 
dation you give of the L1w : David commend it thus:' The Gommandemend of the Lord 
& pure, Enlightning the Eyes, 19 Pſal. 8. it wag reported, you ſhould ſay, the Law giv» 
eth an impious ſight of Sin. But you fay, there: was a little miftake, it's an impmie 
fight, you mend the matter much, an impiozs perſon, and an impure perſon, differve- 
ry lictle. According as you would make your impure aflertion True, the Light of zhe 
Glorious Goſpel is impure, yea, will it not reach to Chriſt himſelf, as well as his Goſ- 
pel; but rhe Text faith, the Commandement is pxre, we-have a ſaying, 'exwern, mil xi- 

the Sun impure, becauſe it ſhines 
uponan impure Dunghil > it enlightens rhe Eyes, he fairh, but if the Light be ?mpure, it 
15 not fit ro enlighten the Eyes. 2 

A Senſe of Sin enrages the Soul againſt Chrift, faith Mr. Davis,p.' 10. - 

A. Without a ſenſe of Sin, no Soul will come to Chrift, why ſhould it? His Bufi- 
neſsis to ſave Souls from Sin 3 Thence his Name Feſus : Now where Chrift i Preach- 
ed, where Sins diſcovered, 1t doth as much enrage the perſon againſt Chrift, as'a 


' perſon thar'is made ſenſible of his Diſeaſe, that he 1s certainly a'dead Man, doth en- 


rage the ſick perſon againft a Phyfitian, who can infallibly Cure him: 'O that we 
had a more Senſe of the Evil of Sin. Who is itthat Prea@h the Law , butas Paul 
th, thereby to lead him to Chrift. Your Anſwer is but ſhuffling , and "meer 
eceit- | 

As to theſe Preparatory Works of Illumination, Conviftion, Compuniion, Hamilfa- - 
tion, or ſelf-anbotroming. I have ſpoken to them, at large, in my Reat-Chyifsien;af 
endeayour to give Relief to Chriſtians, who were troubled” abour-them, :{o that*I . 

L & TOTY 4322, 
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ipeak no more unto them here. (227, 4) LSTSCOK 

This only let me ſay,Chriftians are of two ſorts: 1.Some are bred-uiprunder darkneſs, . 
both of Mirifters, and Parents. 2. Their Life and Converſation is witked. 3. Some - 
have a Civil Converſation, not Debauched, as others are, and keepan outward form - 
of Religion, inexternal Worſhip, and bottomed upon themſelves. * 3 £502 17 

Others are bred up under clear Light, both of: Miniſtry and Godly Parems::'2.) Not -- 
Scangalous 1n their Lives ;'3 Have underſtanding of the Goſpe), and kriow the dif- - 
ference between it and Civility, Common- Honeſty, F ormality; &Cc. T 20? 2:89 

For the firſt. God working upon them, when they are. Adult,. having their uſe 
of Reaſon, theſe Preparatory Works are more clear, and noted in them--' Butin 
the other, not ſo, the firſt may know the time when God ro work, the other 
nor, which I note againſt a jo!ly Indep=ndent profeſſor, but a few weeks fince,ſpeak- 


: 1ng with a very good Chriftian of ourChurch,wellEducated,and who'from the ſeventh 


year of her Age, obſeryed ſome Inclinations towards God, to!d her; they who were 
rruly Regenerated, know the Time when it was wrought. I know this hath” been a -great 
Trouble ro many Chriftians, becauſe they could not tell the Time, when God began 
the work : And ſome have thought, the work being ſo great, every- one ſhould 
know it, but to ſpeak thus Peremptorily, that all cruly Regenerate, do know ir, I 
haye nor met with one before. CI 43TH o_ 

1. Dothe Spirit of God, who is theefficient caiiſe of Regenoration, ſpeak any:fuck 
Fama the Holy Scriptures > I am ſure not one word, why'then &ocs this Profeſſor 
ſpeak thus * © emoft 2156 
2. Do we think that 7ſaac,' Samuel, David, Aſab, Hegekiah, Jofrabi Obadiah, _ 

others 


Fl 


*% 


others mentionedin the Bible, knew the time of their new Birth? Unleſs it wer® 
\ Wands , we read of none Converted ' in the Old Teftament, when they wer® 
x C ' 


"13: Dowe think when God Inſtituted Circumciſion ſo iriftly to be obſerved, having 
its ſpiritual fignification, that the- Spirit of God never Circumcifed the Hearts of 


any, while Man did the Fleſh? And the ſame for Baptiſm, do the Holy one Inftitute 


-Qrdimances 1n vain”? ? 
1:4. To know the time of our Regeneration, is required. 1. That the Perſon know 
what Regeneration is--z.: Able 'to. reflet upon it ſelf, and-examine whither this 
Iwhich'{ know, tobe Regeneration, is wrought in me ; but perſons, muſt be of ſome 


o 


; Age; before they can do this: Then either perſons may be Regenerated, and not 


4know the time, or if notRegenerated, till they can know the time : Then all the 
young Generation, till ſuch time come, muft beunder the Devils Power, and Chriſt 
Haveno ſuch young ones in his Flock. Curſed be the Doctrine. 

- 5. The knowledge of the Time, Contributes nothing to the Eſſence or true. work 


.* _-of Regeneration. If the work/be ſoznd that is wrought, no matter tor the time when 
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#2 was wrought. Divers Profeflors could tell the\Time to others, when they were 
:Converted, but have proved rotten Hypocrites. F 
6. Experience hath rin that there have been, and are, as Precious, Humble, 
Holy, Heavenly, and full Reverent Chriſtians, who could nor tell the Time when they 
-were:Regenerated, as thoſe that have known the Time, for the greater part of them. 
-Some particular Men whom God is pleaſed to fingle out, and make them Eminenr 
Anſtruments in his Church, as Mr-: Perkins, Rogers, Bolton, &c. whom he called our 
. of their Profane,” Wicked, Converſations, they knew their Time, and were excellent 
-an their Lives; bat for the generality,l dareaffrm it. . 
:'Theſe bold Aﬀertionswf Profeſſors, that may trouble Chriſtians as good, if not 
better than themſelves, I DeteRt. : : 
I thought I had done with Mr. Devi, asto this Head, but cafting my eye upon him 
- again, p- 53- Iread this: Thi Deffrine of previous Qualifications, contradifts not only the 
{Doltrine of #be-Bible,and of the firſt Reformers ; but alſo the Twelfth and Thirteznth Ar- 
"ticles of #he Ghurchof England. | 
I wondered when I read it; this Man dare ſay any thing. | 
.*-1: As for the frff Reformers, I gave an account of them before ; and ſhewed, they 
were for the Preparatory Works, in that ſenſe I have written, 
2, : For the Articles of the Church of England, which he mentions, I am, and lo are 
| theſe who are for Preparatory Works1in my Senſe, of the ſame Judgment with 
"ahe Church, as much as himſelf; but they concern not our queſtion, ſo that he is 
guilty of  Igzeratio Elenchi: 1 ſaid before, Breadwardin had done this work againſt the 
#apiſts, the Tenth Article inclines to us, though we cannot prepare our ſelves. 
.”,; Itis one thing for good works to be done by a Man [| which the 12th. and 13th. Ar- 
;Ucles aim at cringe thing for a good work to be Doing in a Man by the Spirit, to- 
wards the making of him a good Tree, to bring forth good fruit, which is all we aim 


+At+.; The cutring of Stones, and hewing of Timber, was neceſſary to make them 
[fie for the -Temple, though they. werenot the Temple, till they were Cemented, and 
Joyned er 


bo | toge ” : ? F . 
1+: ;3- Are there no Qualifications in Scripture ? Your ſelf mention, the Ledex, the 


Sick; thereare others, they that labour oft [ ſenſible they are ſo ]the Thirſty, the Poor, 
and the loweft that ce To or can go[_ So to his Goſpel Ordination ] the w/l- 


[this 22 Rev- 17. which is a Mercy ; forhow many Souls have been troubled, abour 


qualifications,they are not ſo Laden, ſo Thirſty, c. but are Willing? Ay, there 
they :cango with you- Tell 'a Man of- Phytick, that is well, he will but Jaugh at 
.you, tell him of a Cooks Shop : who cared for the Brazen Serpent, but they that 


were ftrong ? : 
I wonder that Scriqus Chrift;ans, ſhould be taken wich this Man: But if tbe wh 
\ that, 


- > aye.” >: tv by tug M44, 2p; Pt aA FEVe ec x af es 
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chat Dr. Criſp ſaith, then all this Diſcourſe about Preparatory Works is but vain, ard 
all our Old Divines have been deceived, viz. Our frſt receroig of Chriſt, iraibenChrift 
comes by the gift of the Father, to a Perſon while he i in the Stubbormneſs of bis own\Hearr , 
and the Father doth force open the Spirit of that Perſon, and pours in bi ' Son, in Syight of 
the Recetver. It is as « Phyficianpoureth Phyfick down [ Farriers do ſo indeed with their 
Horn | the Patients Throat, and ſo it works againſt bis Will. 
 Aaſw. 1. How croſs isthisto Scripture, Rev.3. 20. I ffand at the Door and knock, 
if any Man Open, 0c. Chriſt doth noras an vnder-Sheriff, when tie comes'to take Fol- 
ſeſſion, rend open the Door with a Crow of Iran,” and ſocomeirs by Violence; asDr. 
Criſp would have him, but the Soul ſhall-Open to him, as willingly, as-ever it did open 
to a Friend. 'Pſat.11o. 3. Thy _ fhall be willing 7 tbe dey of 'thy power. "I 
© 2+ Our coming to Chrift, and union" with him, is compared to Marriage, ſeveral 
times in Scripture: But Dr. Criſp makes it a Reviſdment, not a Marriage, a Diſho- 
nour to Chriſt. | | 
3. Can the Elicite Act of the Will be forced, and yet the Eſſence. of +; 1 -//; 1; 
the Will De preſerved ? Ithought [;berty, as 1t 18 oppoſed to nature! Ne- » Aftiis welun- 
ceſſity, and Coxfion, had been Efſential to: the Ak ; but by Dr. Criſp, » tatis' nthit 
it is deſtroyed. | ' 1 alind: oft ;;; 


quam inclinatio, procedens, ab interior principio cognoſcente” 


4. Hath the Dottor forgot his Grammar Rule. Poſſum, Yolo, Malo, have rio Impe- 
rative Mood. 25 : | BR. (91 27 
5- The Word:Ccming, implies, there is no force put upen the Will, come to me. ye 
that Labeur. If any one Thirſt, let him Come, 8c. v3 
6. Then may theDevil Triumph over God indeed, you cganot haye a Servant, bur 
you muſt force his Fill: But all mine are/711; ng: Servants: © F 
7. I deny, that there isany force put upon any faculties of the Soul in Religion: 
bur they do all move according to their Nature, in coming home to Chrift, and in 
Religion, as they doinany other things whateyer- : It is Keeſonable Service, Rom. 12+F. 
what uſe ſoever the Socinian Smalcius make of 'the words, yer 'tis a Truth, the Spinie 
convinceth, Fobn 16. $, 11. all things are carryed on with ; "4r-Irrev Maths 12:20.:He 
15 called a Spirit of Judgment, Iſa. 4. 4- we thus Judge, 2 Core” 5« 14. 3 37s 
Let then, Mr. Criſp and Mr. Devi ipeak and write what ng or ,/ againſt theſe 
Preparatory Legal Works, as I have opened, yet Dr. Owen. written the Truth, 
that Converting work hath not gone on, nor kit __ tobe ſo ſound, as it was in thoſe Days, 
when that kind of Preaching was in uſe : Thus | 
. -- T ſhall but t, the cloſe of Mr. Shephards{ who was a. Maſter-workman ] Let- 
ty on cory ' New-Ergland , which T have mentioned in my | Real-Chriftian, and 
end this Head. + SM Pb id. 
Dear Brother, Let my love end in Breathing out this defpre, ' Preach Humiliation, labour to 
poſſeſs Men with Senſe of Miſery, and wrath 'tocome. The Goſpel Conſolations and Grace, 
which ſome would have only diſht out as the Damties of the times, and ſet upon the Miniſtry's 
Table, may poſſibly tickle and raviſh ſome, and do ſome good ro them, who are Humbled and 
Converted already : But if Axes and Wedges withal, be not uſed to bew 'and break this 
rough, unhewn; bold; yet proſe ſſing Age,1 am Confident, the Work and Fruit of all theſe Mens 
Miniſtry, will be at beſt, but meer Hypocrifie, and they ſball find it, and :ſee it,sf they live t 
Res wp years mire- | - + 1.2 53d aa 
I thought I had done with this Head : But one thing I obſerve,that I would not let 
pals ; for Mr. Davis anſwering to one Charge, p. 50. The Spirit convinceth of no Sins 
but uUnbelief. He ſaith, a great Miſtake it was, the firſt Sin the Spirit ſavingly convinceth 
4 Man of, 6 unbelief,and truſting to his own Righteouſneſs. 
This 1 inferred from Fobn 16. 7, 8, 9. faith he, 
Anfw. 1t you Inferred ſo from that Text,your Logick was naught. The So Ch.3+ 15. 
firſt ConviGion we read of Aﬀs 2. 36. Peter Fo not Charge them 


with 
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rp nar hin 3 but Peter Gich, whom 
head” i not the next Conviſtion we read of , 
jo Smear 3 Ferbing ordtnomrying ou whos ſhall T 4 10 he ſaved? 
tobe axr chile na Pong oct for he never heard of Chriſt.” So all the 
Gentile Churches afrer,how ceuld unbeliefin Chriſt be the Singthat the Spirit convin- 
ol _ of, when they neyer heard of Chriſt > Yet the Romans felt a Spirit of Bondage, 
T 

Begkruat:Rom- 1- 18. and read to Rom. 3- 21. Epteſ. 2. 2, 3- Hereare abundance of 
.Ling-ermmerared, /and it is moſt probable, ee Sins the Gewjles were firſt cOn- 
yur, -butit coul porn Cake "Þ- in C wa; 


| e him ſee, what his own. xtepuſneſs was, oy = he Gang it awa : Why 
ſhould a Man look after Poe uns ighteouſneſs, till he ſee the nothingneſs of hi 
butthe Law doth that. - 

3- It isreported, that when you read that Gel 3; 24+ TheLaw was our Schoolmaſter ; 
Kc. that you ſhould ſay it was 2 Lye. Butoneof yOur own Followers ſaid, youdi not 
ſaj\it was 4 Lye, but that you did nor believe it ; " do not much mend i it : But it 

you did not think1t to bea Truth. Our Interpreters have given the true 
Senſe of that Verſe, ſo thatneither you, nor all the Antinomians in England canover- 
throw it, the Ceremonial Law , was but the Evengelium Velatum, as B. Auſtin 
calls it in the 01d Teftament. As for the Moral Law, God having promiſed Abrabaw, 
that iwbi; Sced.[ Chriſt ].altthe Families of the Earth ſbould be Bl: ed ; Gad knew ve- 
ry well, how Man was apt to ſet up himſelf, and his own Righteouſneſs, he makes 
a new Edition of the Layy, that diſcovered ky more om Pannns |; the Law of not 


Lufting, was eyenextin& out.of Mens minds ] Pronouncing a upon all thoſe 
þ— xp Pan not in all things 8c. _— choxnd, ang fe henabs the CRM takes a 
Man of fromhimfelf, him ſee CE ne Rleſſedneſs in the leed. 


both\ Moral and Ceremonial mr peak yet they muſt to Chrift, if the 
word be fared, and:thisthe 29 v- confirms. ny , IG 
Gncere 'that can tell God convinced 


then Beſt by AQualSing agua tha Log, and thn of Original Si firſt of 

w, in, not z P 
beef invChiri, and followed:the Work fo clafe, thar they had no time to ſettle 11 - 
| — ag own Righteouſneſs, but 'glad to fly to their City of - Refuge » B 


Mr. Feremy Burroughs, a Congregational Man, and a' True Goſpel 
jb32. {-Mmiſter, thus writes, '* Accompany oof wenton Spirits we have, that 
.: < confider.nat whatthep : ſay, on what they:do:; running away with the 
Word —_ the Law, they vil fie it, what have we todo with the Law? And 
* 24>» thet word (not underfianding what they mean” ).caft a: vile ay ems 
Law, ————asthe Law:is great irrthethoughts. of God, fo itis, and ſhal 


* ever,: -n the thoughtsof. Saints, 
ys amugryies Men will eftrange themſelves fromthe. Law of God by too 
+314 © much Familiarity-with-the Wigs id: Bur forP 0 have this way , 
COTE x theirFamiltarity:awith Jeſus ; becaule they come now-to 
<utace, re:they ſhauld begreater- om the Law aha ao 
h war before: T his is a ftrange way of eſtranging Mens Hearts 


yd + 
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CHAP. IL 
Concerning Faith m Chriſt, 


"' Hree things I obſerve in Mr. D2vzs, p.19. concerning this, [and this was th 

of my enpa this Conrroverds hay ate Dimes, if 
' '1- Heblameth our latrer Divines{; rho' very urtworthy Iam of. that FR YR T 
muft be one of then in efpecial manner, becaaſe my Nattie orily is meritioned' by my. 
Brethren 7 fer departing from that Deffnitionof Faith, given always by our firſt Reforddeds, 
who 45-they led the Yan, ſo bad moſt of the Hed. Chrift. 

2, He thinks it 4 ſafe way to form a Definition of _ Faith, from the Holy Scripraves of 
Truth, rather then the dark Low experiences of weak Bilitvers © - able es Be 
| 3. He giveswus Texts, out of which he would have us form a Definition of Faith, ' © 

For the: firſt. Heſhould have told his Reader, whit was the Defnirion of tliefirſt 
Reformers; but not a word of thar. Rint wk 

Inthe Second, he tells us, ſome kave taken their Definition from the dark; antt low 
experiences of weak Believers. | nay 

It ſeems then by their Definition, they were Belzzorrs, rPouph wenk: - 

I. Thenl Mr. Davis, tell us, what was that Definition by which 
Believers. 2. Tell us who was the Man that formed a Definition” 
dark amt low experiences of theſe weak Believers 3- that your” folloy 
your Wiſdom, while you ſhew other Mens folly; Lſay, name the Man: ei A 

As for your firft, Calvindoth worthily bear the Narne, as beidg one ' of the tnoft 

tet a2 ehnls Ul Fi Defadbid wi Dire fies *-s 

Hedefining Fa:th,tells us, this is ju '4 70,00 wit's It ir a'fure *_ © 
and. certain knowledge of Gods good Wi Loc Lone Jeowerdy me 3 which being Triftith, 1'5; 
founded inthe truth of the free promiſe in Chriff, by the Holy Spivit, it bartfres © & 2; 
vealed: to our minds, and ſealed to our Hearts. Hr Din | 

Afterwards he tells us, He is no true Believer, unleſs being perfwaded with . 

4 firm perſwaſion, that God is to bim a Propitious and kind Father, doth pro- Se&t: 16. 
miſe or aſſure bimſelf of all things from bis bounty : Unleſs truſting to the 

promiſes of bis Diume Love, or good will towards himſelf, he preſumes of an undoubted ex- 
pefation of Salvation : Caluins words are, indubitaram Salurir expetarionem profilmit 
as weuſethe word preſume in Exgliſh, it doth not ſuit with indubitetem : If rhis' be 
truth, which Calvin writes, how many Flundreds, yea, Thouſands of true believers 
are cut of from Chrift, as ſhall prove after. 

Our Ancient Divines fallow him, Mr.' Perkins, to the queſtion, what 
js Faith, He Anſwers. It is a wonderful Grace of he by which 'a Man doth CatechuCſ. 

ebend and apply Chriff,. and all bis benefits to himſelf. This applying, is 4th-prin 

xe by Aſſurance: When a Mans verily perſwaded, by :be Holy Spirit, of © | 
Gods. Favour towards. pn Eaton mers, and of the forgiveneſs of his own Simms. Thus 
alſo Mr. Fobn Rogers of Dedham, Defines it, Fiith is a"particular perſwaſion' of my Heart, 
that Chriſt Jeſuszs mine, and that I ſhall bave Life and Satuation by bis Means : That whit 
tuer Gbriſt did for the Redemption of Mankinl, be didit for me, cc. I name nor more: 
Now-that which made our firft Reformers, to define Faith, by particutarpreſmaſionand 
Awe, thar Chrift is mine, that my Sins are pardoned, thar God loyes mer, was' the 

znitn; which the Papifts gave.ot Faith, to wit, Faith is only 4 firm pu 
lent, which we give to all.thoſe things God hath propounded te ue, to be belivved;. Thins Bi 
larmin,, Soto, and others, Now this is common'to. Devils,” and Cartial'Men, who! 
have no [aving Faich: Therefore” they pur - thtat' partiontar perſwaſion” as \we 

2 may 


> 
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i | may ſeein the Leyden Profeſſors : Gerbar1the learned Lutheran, De juſtif : 
:. Synopſ. pu. 503-and many oth ;De juſtif * þ- 
Theol. Diſp. 7 SR Kg 
31.Theſ. 6. Ravanel. RET : 
Now according to Mr. Davis, I ſhould have kept to this Definition. They had more 
of the Spirit of God. I acknowledge it, they were many Degrees, both in Giſrs and 


Grace above me: YetIwill deny this Definicion to be the true Definition of Saving +. 


Cer of. cam explicarur quid res fit: We ſay, it tells us where the Eſſence of every 
thing, lyes ; -where that Eflence is, there is the thing ;. where it 1s not, the thing is 
not : the Ancient Divines placed the Eſſence of ſaving Faith, in the particular perſwa- 
fion my Sins are pardoned: Chriſt is mine, and by this oppoſed the Papiſts, where then 
chere is not this Aſſurance, there is not the Eſſence of Faith, ſo no Faith. 

... Thatir is the Dury of all Men, where the Goſpelis Preached, to believe in Chriſt, 
is certain, 1 John 3.23. Jobn 3 16. Fobn 6. 29. You tell us, Sinners as Sinners, muſt 
come 10 Chriſt, 4 

» Then by way of Enthymem, to ſpare writing. 

© This Definition of Faith, Minifters cannot preach to all Men,but they muſt preach 4 
lye.. Therefore it is not a true Definition. 

The Antecedent, we muft preach to 41! Men, they are bound to believe in Chrift ; 
butto preach to 41} Men, they are bound to believe, that their Sins are pardoned, that 
Chrift 18 theirs, is to preach a. Ly?.. Therefore, the Definition is net true; Though a 
Man haye Sinned again the Holy Ghoſt, yet, while he is in via, I will preachto tim, 
he is bound to believe in Chr : 

2. Argument. A Man may be ſayed, without this particular perſwafion or aſſurance, 
Chriſt is mine, my Sins ave pardoned. Therefore it is not true. ; 

The Antecedent. I ſhall prove afterwards, when 1 give another Definition of 
Faith. But without true Faith , none are ſaved , that come under the. Goſpel. 
May. 16« 16. .... fs 75 PEOTFS pe tn Sen ; "IT 

'This kind of Aſſu#ence, is not proper ly Grace, but a Gift, which the Spirit giveth, 
where he pleaſe, Is in what degree he pleaſe. | | 2 an 

3- It puts many true Believers, into a Damned State. Therefore, the Definition ts 
not true, 

The Antecedent, every unbeliever, is ina Damned State, John 3.18. 36. and Mer. 16. 
16. They.that have not the particular perſwaſion, Chriſt is mine, my fins are pardoned, 
CO REP one's FEY ARS not this Definition of Faith, then not the Defenitum, 
Faith iclelf.. HP | 
© Hence moſt Chriſtians, that cry out of their unbeltef, they know no other Ynbelief 
but this, they cannot believe Chrift is rheirs, that their Sins are pardoned ; they are 
full of Fears and Doubts, therefore no Faith. 

Anear friend of mine told me, when he read Revel. 2 r. 8. But the Fearful and unbe- 
lieving —— ſhall have heir part inthe Lake, &c. it ſtruck him quite down, for he was 
a Man { though a Miniſter and a cloſe Preacher ] that had many fears, doubts of his 
pardon, and this was unbelief, according to this Definition, and Calvin relſs ts '<x+ 
pres vere fidelis non eſt, and he is not a true Believer, that hath not this particulzr 

pafion, &c. 

| <cnny when theſe worthy Men ſaw what work this DoQrine made amongſt their 
people, when they ſaw evident figns of Grace, and breathings out of dear love to 
Chriſt ; but far fromthis Aſſurance ; they ſtudyed which way to eaſe their People. 
Hence Mr. Richard Rogers, that Eminent Man for Holineſs, whom God Honoured, 

ich bringing home many Souls to Chriſt : Writes, there are ſeyeral Degrees of 
* Faith. I» Th. weahs and leaſt meaſure, when there is no Aﬀurance in the Believer, yet 
inſeparable fruits and tokens of Faith. 2+ When there is aſſurance wrought in « _” at 
--454 L 
i 


_—_ 


UMI 


JMI 


(13) 
ſame times, . but in & weak Degree. 3. When there 3s afſurance for moſt part accompanying it, 
though not alike. : £ 

Ye this worthy Man had defined Faith by Aſſurance, now -if the Eſſence of Faith 
lyein Aſſurance, as the Definition told us, how cantherebe Faith, when chere is not 
the Eſſ-nce of it, any Logician knows this cannot be. Now Mr, Davis, who Forms De- 
finirivns, from the cark and low experience of weak Believers, which you blame ſome 
for, but you cannortell who > _ __ as Aba: Sant Ptirgs 
__ 4 Faich upon this Definition, 1s-not conflant and abiding in the Believer. - Therefore, 
it15 nortrue... TY | WT ed aſF 2 

Efferices of things explained inthe Definition, are conſtant, Eſſenria munus in omni- 
bus yebus «ſt ſtabile. - As Adam gave Names to all the Creatures, whea God: brought 
them to him, had he given the true Definition of them, they had.been the ſame to 
this day ; if Adam had defined, 1 doubr not the Definition had been true, though the 
Secinians,' as Smalcis, ſay, Adam before his tall, was: but. inſtar Infaatis,: vel puers , 
he did not know-what.it was 16 be naked,;. _ - +; F 3 (6-43t 310518095 ? 

Now Cetvin's Definitions 10tslhloit for ſome time at leaſt,in many Believers :, but: 
the crue Definition of Faith, abiderh always, and all times, the Eflence of it, w 
_ the Soul thinks under its dark Temptations : exanune the Believers you 

Iit«.:;: | | 
5. That Definition , is but the aſſent of the underflanding. Therefore it is nat 


- . 
© » 


true... * Truk Eta | 
True Faith hath its place in-the 11, as hereafter :- but this hath its Reſidence only 
in the #nderftanding, and differs not as to its act and faculty from the .of the. 


Papiits, 'orily in the objeR : That Aſſents to allthe promiſes of. God, as true ;,, this Aſ- 
ſents to this propoſition, thoſe promiſes are mine, yet it is but Aſſent. , 

6. It is not the Definition of pure Fezth. Therefore it is nottrue. 

That Aſſurance in that Definition, doth not riſe purely from Faith: But partly. 
f:om Faith in the Mzjor propoſition, and partly from Experzence, Senſe, in the Minor ; 
but theſe differ very much ; the objet of my Faith is without me; bur, the obje of 
my experience and ſen(e, is within me. ; araoed 

He that cruly believerth in Chriſt : ſhall be ſaved : Faith Afﬀents to this, 'tisthe-Te=. 
ſtimony of God. 7 | 

Bur I truly believe in Chriſt, how know you that? not by Faith, but by examining, 
trying, Cor. 2.13. 5+ I feel, I experience what God hath wrought in me, thence. 
conclude, I ſha!l be ſayed ;  burtthe concluhon follows the weaker part, and the Afi- 
nor is the weaker part. 1am not ſo ſure, that T do truly believe, as I am fure, he thar 
truly believes,ſhall be ſaved.So that the conclufion,is properly drawn from Senſe and 
Experience PE 

7. That Definition isnot croſs to Mans corrupt Nature, Therefore it is not true. 

That True-Faith, 1scroſs to our Corrupt, Proud Nature, no Man who under- 
ftand it, but will yield it, elſe it need not be thegifrt of God to beſtow it, Phil. 1. 29. 


nor would it need the power of God to work it, Epheſ. 1.19. Cor.2.12. My 
1: But what Man would not be aſſured, that his- Sins are pardoned, that Chrift is. 


his, that God loves him ?- Who is.crols to this ? | P 
:2, Men are aforehand with you for this, the Civil, Morally Honeſt, Formal Chris. 


ſtian, is ſure, he hath no doubts nor fears of Pardon, and Gods love to him; while, 


others ſincere, are full of fears. ADEN 
3- Yea, ſo ſure, that all your Preaching, ſhall not convince him of the contrary ;. 
he will be angry with you, if you queſtion him. WT Sn 
8. There muſt be another Faith, befqre Men cancome to this Faith. Therefore 1t 18. 
not true. Ks aac, 
Hence came the Diſtintion of the Dir:&,and the. Refle# Aft of Faith. The Faith of 
Adbe rence, and of Aſſurance; Divines are forced to this. p 
9. That Definition kaves a gracious -Soul , under the. fears of Gods _ 
an 


c 
[14 ] 
and” his own State, becauſe of unbelicf,' without fapport., Therefore it is not 
rrue. 6 | | 
The Temptation is,' thou'art 'an' #nbelzever, and thy State is Damnation , God 
ſaith it, Fobn 3- 18. Help the Man out : You an Unbeliever ? Surely no. Why, art 
notthou perfwaded Chriſt is thine > That thy Sins are pardoned > That God loves 
thee 2 This is'Faith; by our firſt Reformers-; you have helped ham out I hope. Of! 
Saith the perſon, this is, that which Sinks me, I have it nor. 
'c* x6. Laſt of al), there may begreat danger here, Therefore . care had need be here. 
A Profefſor, a Belieyer falls very Scandaloufly : What if he do, yer he believes bz 
Spy are ptrdontd; Chiefs # bk ;' for though'he hath fallen never ſo Scandalouſly, he 
muft not be an Ynbefieocr:; which he maſtbe according to this Definition. So Men 
p54 -4oboro in $1, withour ſound Humiliation, and Repentance, and renewed 
of ' Faith: They may comfort themſelves, that this & exe of the five times that 


GhrifÞ k-mukeng eſpecial Interce iow forthem, as Mr. Davis tells us,p. 12. Ler © Men take 
c 


F COpnfore from Chriſts Interceffion for them,under fach ſcandalous falls, before they 

2yc been deeply hnmbled, andrepefited, we know whois their Comforter. - | 
"When the Anrimomians were ſo high in New yy rus 

Free Gyece, werecryed up; -one of «them that I knew. very well, becauſe he would 
exalt Free Grace, committed Adultery with his Neighbours Wite ; he did con- 


feſs it: ; | 
Lox theſe Grounds, Mr. D:vk, I have departed from the Definition of the Anci- 
on I have not done well, as you ſay I have'not, then convince me of 


'-For your Second , you would have us ſorma Definition of Faith,. out of 'the Holy Scrip- 
FUrCS. 0 

I willdo it, premifing this,Knowledge of Chriff, muft precede Faith in Chyift, I know 
whom I have betieved, ſaid Pax, none will believe in Ent whom they do not know; 
the Colfiers Faith, we leave to the Papifts. T/a. 53. 11. by the knowledge of bim, 8c. Job. 
I7- 3. Faith comesby hearing, Rem. 10: 17- in perſons: Adult. 

To have the Obje&t of our Faith clear, there muſt be the knowledge of the Perſon 
of Chrift, of the Offices of Chrift, of the efe#: of thoſe Offices 1n:their Execution. 
Croal ks premiſed, Idefine Faith thus. It is, th of Feſus Chriff 

Thr ied, Ide thus.. It 15, the receruing . 
Faith in the Lord, and ſo truſting in him, for all things neceſſary for our Salvation, 
Chriſt proved by Colsff. 2. 6. John 1. 12. Math. 12. 21. 


I put a difference between receiving, and trxfling. And the ſoundneſs of the work 
muſt be fetched fromthe receiving of Chriſt, 1f that be: not right, the Truſfting can- 
not be right. I doubt not, thoulands of Chriſtians Truft to Chrift, and that really , 
for Salvation, who never recerved Chriſt. An old Uturer lying on his. Death-Bed , 
asked thoſe who ftood by him, what i is- ts believe in Chriſt; The Gentleman that 

ve him the Anfiver, told me, what anſwer he gave him, vix. it & to Truft in Chrift 
or Salvation ; and ſo doth he, I believe, his commoen-word is, 4s I bye to be Saved: 
but any Man that feerh his Lite, may- eaſily judge, what grounds he: bathr for his 


_ Receiving, hath the Perſon of Chrift clothed with his Offices4or its Obje#f, and hath 
reſpe&to our jon with the Perforr of Chrift fo Clothed.7ruſting hath reſpe@:t our 
Communion withChrift.and hath the benefits of Chriſt, the Fruits orEftects of hisOffices 
for its _ Receiving doth ag the Woman-in Marriage, ſhe veceivesor takes: this 
Man far her Husbazd, and thereby,there is a Ynion made of the Perſons,they rwo.are 
made one Fleſh: Havicgthusreceived him, and thereby being united to:him, now ſhe 
trufts ta him for his goods, to ſupply hey wants- | ; 

I: This Receprionot Chrift, is firſt into the ##der ſtandings: By the firm Aſſens, m—_ 
1 


"% 
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the underſtanding giverh to the Teſtimony of God, ar to all thofe Propofitions % 
cerning Chriſt his Perſon, his Offices, and the effadts of his Offices, revealed inthe Gol. 
pel , as being infallzily true , for the Authority of God Speaking: or Reveal- 
ng. ne Lo ; By: Phe od 
This by our Divines, is called Dogratical, or Hiſtorica) Faith, and is made light 
of by moſt and having bur licrle in it: But it is by them who were never joaded,burge- 
ned with Temptations. Human Faith is very common, but not Divine Faith. | 
I find in the Old Teſtament. When God ſpake either immediately 
to Man, asto Abraham, Gen. 15. 6.0r lent Moſes to Tſraet,with Meſſages JVDRT 


and afterwards ſome of the Prophets,the word Believing is uſed, about” 

fourteen times : But the word moſt frequently uſed, is Truſting, ſome- NYA 

time, Relying, Reſting. Which Ads, properly belong to the #73P; But [YU 

m the N. T. the great word is, Tiv:s, 7152 Believing, about an hundred 
rimes uſed ; the word Believing, properly belongs to the underſianding. I was think- 
ing, why the word ſhould be ſo much uſed im the N, T. over it was inthe Old > Tho' 
Chriſt was promiſed in the OT. yernot known, but for Godin the O.T.Natures light, 
help'd to diſcover a God, Optionus, Maximus. If a God, then what. ever he ſpeaks, is 
Truth ; and therefore to be believed : a God that can Lye, is no God, If a God, he 
muſt be ll ſufficient, therefore to be Truſted : an Impotent God, js no Gad. 

But when we come to Chriſt, and hear his Perſon to be God, manifeſtin our Fleſh. 
Two Natures, Divine and Human, united in one Perſon ; His Offices, and the ef- 
fects of theſe, to be ſuch as our Juſtification, Reconciliation, Wc. Theſe things are - 
fo above aur Reaſon, that to belzzve thele Propoſitions to be infallid] | 
true, 18 a very hard-matter : And I doubtnot, when the a tells: Phil. 1. 29; - 
that Faith 18 the Giſtof Godzand that Faith is wrought by the porer of God;. 
Epbef. x. 19. Gol. 2, 12. the Text dath aim at this Act of Faith, as well as any other ; 
and I daubt not, but the Faith of moſt in this pazticular, is but the Collzers Faith, ta. 
believe, as the Church, and others believe, but nor by the-Teaching of God, © 

2. Chriſt is received into the Fudgment, by Approbation, the underftanding being 
Hlightned to ſce this Chrift, as I ſaid before in-his Perſon, Offices, &'c+ being before - 
ſufficiently convinced by the Law, what a miſerable Creature he is in himſelf, there 
appears to this Soul, an abſolute neceſlicy of, and glorious excellency. in, this Chriſt 
ſoſuited toiits condition, that the Zudgwens high!y epproves of this Chrilt, as the afe- 
g444te good for its ſelf, anſwering all the wants of the Soul: And thus aighly 2ppro- 
ving of Chriſt, it ditatestotkei/il!, to receive, toembrace him,. for here alone is 
Saluationto befound. ek . ; 

3- Chrift is received tato-the #ill;the ſame good Spirit, who 1s at work jn the under- 
Randing and Fudemert,renewing cheW3l,doth incline the //7U,and that Pong o 
follow the underſtanding, and the Judgmeat,ſorhat ir Conſents, Embracetb this Chrilt , 
thus preſented to it, by tkeunderftanding and the: judgment, freeh.and gled!y. 

Thus 1s Chriſt recewed into the Yuder ending, Fudgment, and Wil, 
exe the Reception is falſe, and the Faith unſound : If the Will * be not _ * Ephbeſ, 3. 
gained.rhereis no ſaying work done : Te Will nos come to me, that you may 17. Ames 
bave Life, John 5.40. He thet Will, let him take the water of Life freely, Medul. Th. 
Revel. 22. 17. While this: work is Dazagghe Soul takes no notice of rheſe cap. 3. Th, 
diftin&t Acts; but whenthe work is Done, the Soul can reflec, and ſes 19. and © 
theſe clearly : But to ſay, this:Chrift 3 mine, that is another thing. c.26.Th. 

» 23s A 


TheSoundneſs of this Work, lying in the 03je2, we receive, andin the A of our 
receiving, the manner of it, { haye@gencd inthe Real Chriſtian, and therefore ſay no - 


-MOre here; "OY 
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"This Definition of Faith in Chriſt is. 
1. Grounded clearly upon Scripture, ſo net that. 
- 2. IcanPreach this to all Men, 'ſo not that. 

3- It takes in a Sound Believers, ſo not that. 

4- It is found in found Chriſftans art el! times, ſo not that. 

- F- It gives ae all-the Faculties to Chriſt, he poſſeſleth rhem, ſo nor thar. 

6. Itgives all the Honour,to Chriſt, ſo not that. 

7- Ir1s croſs to Fieſh and Blood; and carnal Reaſon, ſo nt that. 

Theoorher Definition of Faith, viz. By affurance, that Chriſt is mine, that my Sins 
are pardoned, &c; brings incomfort to me, but this Definition, gives glory to Chriſt, 

letthisgo firſt; elſe the other is but a+ Lye, let Mens comfort. be never ſo 
great. ; | ; X SH ; 
I willreturn to this again, and move two Queſtions, when T have Anſwered Mr. 
Dzv%'s third Head. | oF 

3- Tou world bave us Form a Definition of Faith out of the Text you give, viz. Heb. 3. 6. 
to which you add, Heb. 10. 35. fol will joyn them ; for they both aim at the ſame 
thing, Heb. 3. 6. If we hold faft the Confilence, 8&c- 

What you underſtand by Confidence, 1 cannor teil; but both theſe Texts ſpeak to 
them who were Believers before, and he exhorts theſe - Believers to put forth an AR, 
for the Honour of that Chrift, in whom they had believed. Thefear of the Apoſtle 
was, leſt theſe Hebrews, partly from Perſecutions, and partly from Temptations , 
from the Fews their Nation,ſhould fall from the profefionof the Goſpel,to Fudaiſm : 
Therefore he exhorts them to a free, open, and bold Profeſſion of the Goſpel, that 
Truth upon which their Hope was built, agatnſt all Dangers and Oppoſitions, and an 
open oppofing of our Hope, or that which is Hoped for, againſt all Perſecutions and 
Dangers, and that with a_Holy boaſting, &'c. The word Tappnoia - denoting , a 

reedom, Liberty, 19 ſpeaking or doing any thing towards God'or-Man : Dr.: Owen de- 
nies, that it fignifies that Fiduciary Truft in God, which is an effeft of Faith, and where- 
oh lpene have thoughtthe Nature of it to confiſt ; and this I believe, was your Senſe 

- Davis. | 

© "Thus the Dutch Tranſlate the Word, Courege. So Mr. Leigh, it figntfies Boldneſs of 
Fate, Freedom of Speech,” and ſo other Authors whom he quotes. x 

As to the Heb. 10. 22. which you quote, ſee Doctor Owen on the Text. '-The full aſ- 
farance of Faith here, ſaith he, reſpefs not the Aſſurance, that any beve of theix own Salvua- 
tion, nor any degree of ſuch Aſſurance : It i only the full Satisfaftion of our Souls and Conſci- 
ences, inthe Reality and Efficacy of the Prieſthood of Chrift, to give us Acceptance with God, 
#n oppoſition, unto all other ways and means thereof : | theſe Hebrews ſhall not need. return 
to Fuddiſm, to their Prieits, or High-Prieſt, of which before he had been ſpeaking , 
_ ip a High- Prieſt, infirutely beyond them, 'to 'AR_ berween us and God 

or us, Hev. 5.1, 2. 

*EFor what the Doctor Adds, this perſwaſion 1s accompanied with an Aſſured Truft of 
* our own Acceptance with God, .in and by him, with the Acquieſcence of our Souls 
© therein; That the True Believer in Chriſt, doth truſt to him ſtrongly, and only for 
his Acceptance with God through him, and doth Acquieſce in him for Acceprence, fs 
very true : But thatevery Believer is aſſured, that he is accepted, that I know was 
not hismeaning, nor is true; that the True Beljever is labouring for it, is true. | | 

For. your next, Gal. 2. zo. Ilive by the Faith of the Son of God. Paul was @ Believer 
before, and this ſhows what Believers ſhould do, ardyoe. , Bur there is a great diffe- 
rence between Texts, which gives a Definition of Faith 'in Chriſt, that we may 
know what makes a Believer,when he hath the true Eſſence of Faith ; and ſuch-Texrs 
as tells us, what A#s theſe Believers ſhould put forth ; as much as between the Root, 
or. Tree, afid the Fruit : ſuch are the Texts you'mention. Bien © 15 Her! 

j As for the Heb. 11..1. Faith in that Text, extends further than to Faith-in Chriſt, 
Juſtifying Faith, witneſs the examples given in that Chaprer of Believers. © That 


_ Faith 
[ , 


* 
7 
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ſes, 


_ the purpole. © © 


"Ta: 
Faith reſpeRts every Teflimony of God purely, that whatſoever he ſpeaks or: promi- 
be as certainly performed, is if” it were now 'ar this - ſens done: Faith uy 


- 


the ObjeR: this Faith hath every cre Believer in Chriſt, © EEE 
*Definitions ['(faid, give the Efſence of things. Eſfentis eft i4per quod res conflituritur in 
certogerere Enth,” & ab omnibus 4lih diſtinguitur. There are Degrees indeed of Faith, 
which appears 'in the 4#s : But gradius non viriant ſpetiem, a Child' of -a week 01d , 
is Homo, though not Vir. 2 Pet. 1. 1. they had obtained like precious Faith + though Be- 
lievers arenot all zlike,' yet if it be True Faith, this Faith 15 «like precious. - It "giyes a. 
Title 'to Juſtification, Adoprion, and all 'the' Bleflings of the Covenant of Grace, as 
well as the ſtrongeſt Faith. ' Sothat-all the Texts you have quoted; are; nothing t6' 

Having anſwered your three Heads, now I return to my queſtior. 

Queſt. How 4oth; or bow fhould Faith corfider Chriſt, in receiving hins as King ? 

M(w. 1 preſume, muſt look on him as a King that gives out his Lawsy- and requires 
Obedience of his Subjetts, and foindeed, mult they give Obedience tothe” Laws of 
Chrift. The'Socin/ans, tell us of maby new Laws Chriſt / harh - added; : which: made 
Trypho the Few, tell Fuftin Marr; 4c was impoſſible tokeep them : T'is triie,7a"Kirlg 
without Laws, is no'King-"!But I coticeive, that Fairh'mn receiving Chriſt, doth hot,” 
and ſhould not only look on Chriſt as a Severaign, making and giving Laws; but alſo 
agone, that will help hk Subjefs to keep bis Laws. Ttouched this in my Reat Chriſtian, 
but here I will follow it, being of greatuſe to Chriſtians, who while -they think" of- 
Chriſt,as a King only givingLaws,andObedience they mult give,bur feeling withintheir - 
own impotency, and-what work that body of Sin makes within, 'firdown diſc ed, 
they ſhall never'be able to obey him,and' ſo prove Hypoctites, when all is done. > -+- 

- Firſt. *Altche!Anoimings of Chrift or his Offices, concur t9 work out our Redemp- 
tion, and Salyatidn | but only giving Lews, and r-quiring Obedience," do not help” ro 
our Redempnon: but conſider:ngour Corrupt Nature, accidentally help on our Dam. 
— ——— (+; ki Se dx: 

Chriſt as a Prophet, eth gur Ignorance, Blindneſs; his exceuting that Officedoth 
not lye barely in'Revealing his Fethers Will, but as the Prophets taught the People 
alſo, ſo doth Chriſt reach kis People effe#»ually , elſe he' not be- mede'ro as Wiſe: 
dom, A Cer. 1. 30. we being Ignorant and Fooliſh, cannotbe made iſe, without hes 
Tea ng { : , } , : 

Chriſt as a Preft, by his Sacrifice and Blood,: makes up our Peace ; brings in 
Redemption from Guilt, Law, Curſe, Condemnation. Theſe are excellent; bur 
ſaita «od yo Chriſtian, what ſhall I do with this vile Hearr of -mine, the Corrupti- 
ons T find moving and working there , I ſhall one Day, 'dy: by the Hand of Saul, 'tis 
impoſſible to ſtand > How ſhall 1 do for Grace, 'ts walk with yy MI 
- water to Holineſs? Chrift is a King, muſt anſwer this, it belongs to this Of- 

ce rly. 

nk tone, doh thir een: fiGing with heir coruptons and 

I. Mora y. ns1N corruptions 
Arguments from ſeveral hs {_ the fight being between Reaſons, 
Rational Battel. ] The Majefty and greatneſs of God commanding, the 
Loveof Chriſt, tis Sufferings, Heaven, Hell: Chriſt their King by 
them ſee and fee] the force af thele Argiiments, that they prevail,: he puts forth an 
Efficiency in theſe Arguments: Whence Chriſtians find a ftrange difference in theſe 
Arguments at onetime, over they do at another : At one time the Argumezts are 
firong, prevail, and dothe work preſently ; another time we uſe the fame Argu- 
ments, the Spiritual Logick or Reaſon is the ſame ; bur they prevail not as before; 
the Temptation holds Corruption Works, ' Heart's quite our of order, in danger to 
be carryed away with- the Temptation, the Soul cries our, I ſhall prove an Hypo= 
crite :- There wants the influence of this Blefſed King, to make us ſee theſe Argu- 
ments in the Reality ; for though we ferch our Arguments rom Majeſty, Greates 

o 
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Rb es to, ay tot and prevalent : But here, 1 mean- by a 
Phyſicet Power, - he derh, O_— keeps brew the Bady .of Sin; tr xrvpons 
not F804 0 work, " 6 ps, ores pleaſe: _—_ the Went up to 


any Men defire thy Land. God would not Jet ſuch thoughts 
or reghs wor while they kept to him : This was ſurely by a Phyſical Pow- 
er, over-ruling their ions... Lay buta Finger upon the ballacice of a Clock, no 
wheel ke wen». we ; carr al of the Reſtraining Grace; I conceive there is a difference be- 
my eng. Do dence. common. to all, and Reftreining Grace ; which Chriſt 
ith ous of the Covenznz of Grace, proper to. them, whoare under 
of ns whereby) uaruly Lubs are:ſupprefſed, without. which [ though many 
Chriſtians-have very _O_— -m thei Laves ]w ofbouldnever bequiet, -but our 
Fe bad-Seerwonld comtinually wo 7.This:1 conceive is done by 
3. If Faith conſiders Chriſt only as a King, giving Laws; but we muſt give the 
Obedience from our own Natural Power; weareina milerablecondition, 2s t9 Obe- 
dience,: under a Covenant of. Grace, over we were in the Covenant af Works: then 
we hed moron obey preies roo ard or we ſhould not have power toobey Simcere- 
or 


LY 7 mes, to or L_Y a Feerdes but Exod. 34. 24: God.” 


by even naborr\p2 p vari one 
3+ "3: rad el Covenant of Grace, whereof: Chrif as "the 
Exet 3s 36.2 = codec peency) ed and concerned, the ſecond 44am, 
rl + Sar Spivis within you, and caxſe {| O Blelled. Word 7} you to walk 


in my Statutes, and ye keep my Fulgments, and derhem: Hence Davids 
JT Petition, P/4b 119; Fe es &c. Fel: 25, 5, the ſame Hebiew 
+ Word, t2 both places, and the ſame ws > " Hiphil. Ferbis Kal 

Mſ ante ought 


additCauſem, cas arabne- fag 
4 *Chriftss mote 26 us by; his Fa 

He Redems from the eathof oa _ of the Law by price; From the Power of 
: &f6;| he, Rederas by, Power: But this pere bf Redemption, and 

ori _ * roefſe2 ; then Faith muſt look unto 


RE  Wekes Fetth, istQ. rams Man and rake him him quice off: from himſels, 
and aro in pony wk, 2 ra wh hy norms — #k to 
ry-'fgr. qur Sgtvation. The Gzawth: of 


__ iS ogls yen _ A _ ot Nurles Hands, and run a!one- But the 
Growthof dee ans, is not to get ſuch ſtrengeh, . as to-ger out of Chriſt's Hands, 
and walk onthe Feet. of- our ewn Grace, | but $0. get our of our. ſelves, and to be 
ukte-COALrary to. Natural Strengeh and Growth, I Live by abe Faith of 


ſtrong in him, q 
the Sen of Ged, gr acc TE Sb 
6. The:We ogy @noronly romake Lows oc Sobjella, but tolook tothe 
Peace and We ro - indefending_them- from Knemicy, Injuries, &'c 

whenceour Cateedifm queſtion : How, d Reon "Chrifh execute the Office jp p 
King > 4. B ppm — | moking us Volantary Subjetts, which ne King 
can oe) Ruling and ding ug, avd in Refiraining and Conquering his-and our 
The Zac. v, Lus F. $4 Thas is more cm mEW mc yeni A 
and thus ought Faithto ypon inrecetiving him our King. now 

and tucough Zion be joyful in their King- - -Þſul, _ this Sond! mi row 2: eg 
couraging Meduation,. while wel Mednate 
under the Covenant of Grace, - he 
and gives power to obey that Law. e 


*% 


t fc. yet-that , Gr Ex- : 
entity a ono tins as: 


Xbifedtls ET EIT former; in the. Effctns),- which: he 
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[ 19 ] 
ereis one WordyetiotheT t, vi 2 Tide giyen Chei,. Lord; thus Peul 
4 Logs bee 31. Believe he TIA ohh. the te hs 
his Apoſtolical Benediftion,. ke Cle RES wg The Zrace of 
ew Lord ord Ti Chl Z ho Ankged good Til the Yopherds of 
is tO erved, whenthe Ang e to 
Chriſt's Birth, Luke 2- 11. they call him 2 Sevke which 3 ngs ee the Lord. Peter, 
As 2 36. Gol beth mads Peay Lord and Che 
Here is is aſornee riſts Dominion extends further an bi Redemption, the An: 
gels had ncedof Re Fr » yEChe 1s their Lord 1 Fo c.the Angels meant, 
your Lord, na net our, Lar hun, were the. Argels Created ; thereforetheir Lord: 
1 Colofſ. 16. Creation Is a ſtrong i ground for Lordſhip. - Bur. Peter. of his 
made a Lord,. he cames to-this Logdfhi of Fo BY his Work of Redemptian , 
Z Per. 2, 1- this iSthe Reward given to hy Pct The Father Stam his 
Servans. Tſa-41.1. and 52.6.13. and 52c.11. 2. d Phil. 2.7. hockg ag Wis 
Lord, Phil. 2: 10, 11, Math. 28. 28, - Power & given. unto! the fa Newen, and 


forth. Eobel.s 2 I 30 234... niet Nate eaten gi NH ite 
Tt at, gin us. 
Article be RE EE hh It, owl it Rr ihcth mol Js Of =, Ba 5 belongar hich it is ig &- 
bundanceof places where Chriſtis ys own of .| then 

notfo well like this, he hath anoth ESR 

the Subjef, Kher i rod; | barent'r it be, Prle they map any ' 
—_ Rach it jour at ule *ris ſaid. 


F 


.. Queſt. Is 2 


_ vie King go Long Lord? A RI x wands haoirid. Eve 
A esrhere 1s, gra too, Anoimted, Ch: 
we know Anointed: by his being Gods Anointed,ar Chriſt, he becomes ar Fe- 
ſas. Mo es eek Che reſpef #s.qur | th his ourA- 
nointed, King : Bat Lord, as it Denotes his 7 _—_ 7s it Denotes what Du» 
ty we owe to Him: He by being our King; makes and enables us to perform 
that Service which we owe to Him Our Lord, who hath jets us.. Buying, gives & 
Ticle ro Dominion, Gex- 17.13 Toe: 21+ 21+, But/Chriſt hath bought us, 2. Per. 2.1. 
1 Cor.-6e 20» Apoc. 5-9. mpexonus, thou , PF Merry oie gee 
Hence who receives Feſax Chrift aright, receives him Lordtoo,' elſe his Reception, 
or his Faith, is but a Lye. He isthe Lord of their Faith, and the Lord of their Lives, 


whoever believes im Chrilt aright : So ſaith Davenanst on the Text. This Lord 
hath Commandements gab __ to obey, 14-23. they keep bis words, bk 
Commuandements,. 21 v.and 15-Ch.14. 


'EFrom this, 'I take notice of Mr. Criſp, hog jo eos Fol Sond. 454 þ.. 40. 
= PE eb us her Coſt [aus yo nin bong oo ord 
Here # comp 0 or Saly mn thy L 
pars me in of an. ef ef ofefſar that laid b oy Lond Film ie 
Chriſtians asked him, why hedid not —_ Church 2 He » 5 pr om what can they 
zeach me better then Faith® This word Eg was all ke cryed up, orcared* for, and ſo 
.dyed, Fake nk neecs be goed, 890d by s o Oils but wn Believing, 18 Ke 
Griſt Fel oy eAray Let a Van underſtand theſe words, what the L _ 

it, and anſwer this. Definition, ;and he-ſhall be faved.: hs this = 

ſs vg Fug.  Hlimſes Ba, Me Oh rae Feral 
Goſpel Holineſs, Bliſ ed Graces all, but what bave 1 ”—_ ro do TT.  regarnts 2 If they have 
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nothing to do,. then leave them aut : But. for all your crying upof Zuſft ifcation, they 
that havenor Repewence 30 Life, found Firhin Chriſt, and Goþs!. Holi 7 Galfoerer 
be ſaved, theſe arceither Seminal in all{as in Infants ſaveJor Seminally ard 4#.ell, 
as in perſons Adult. Though they havenor the Meriting C auſalitie, which belongs 6n- 
ly to the Righteouſneſs, Death and Sagrifice of Chriſt; yet without Holineſs, no 2/2n ſhall 
ſee God, Heb. 12: 14-'as well withoutRepentance, and Faith there is no Remiſſion ; 
what ever God made or appointed Chriſt to be tothoſe that are faved, all rhat muſt 
be found in thoſe who ſhall be Saved : But God did not make Chriſt to be only Righ- 
zeouſneſs tg our Juſtification, but he'made him alſo ro be our #iſdom, Sanftrfication 
d Redemption; [ not only from the Curſe of ' the Law,Gujlt of Sin,but alſo,from the 
Power of Sin, World, Self, &c.} 1 Cor.1.36. ſothat to ſay, no more is required to- 
our Szlvation, thih toour 7uftificarion, is falle. bo 
That old ſaying concerning good works, that they are, via «d regnum, non cauſa reg- 
nazdi, 15s true, Strait k the Gate, narrow & the way that leads unto Life, Math. 7.14."Tis 
a way of Holineſs, Iſa. 35. 8. h 
Theſe things I take to be'true. 6:5: gb 
1- Obedience 15 indiſpenſably due, from the Rational Creature, to his Creator; be 
: x under this or that Coycnant ; Ged carrot, as he Fill not part !rom his Right 
erein. 
2, A Sandtified renewed State after the Fall of Man, whereby a Man ated by the 
= God, is enabled to give this Obedience to God, though it be not perfe&; as 
e Covenant ef Works requires,is yet theeffeft of the Free Love,and Grace of God, 
and the Merit of Chriſt, as well asis our Juſtification. | -_ 240g AF Don 
3- The Sincere" though tmperfe&t ] Obedience of a True'Believer in Chriſt, is ac- 
pred of God, and as pigafing tohim, as was Adam's PerfeRt, and Perſonal Obedr- 
EnCe, it ſerves his erids- Had Adams been more pleaſing to God, it ſhould have ſtood, 
Tſa.55. 7. and'6o Ch.”7. Blefſed be God for , Exod. 28. 38. though this covering is 
too ſhort for our Fuſtification. ORIG 
4. God will graciouſly reward this Obedience of his People. _ 
5. This Sari cation and Obedience, 1s neceſfary unto Gods us Judging of 
the World. How will the Holy, one proceed > Will hetell Men, thele I did Elect free- 
Iy to Salvation, and fo were a&tually: juſtified from. Eternity, by that Eternal and 
Immanent a& of mine, [ as Mr. Davis tells us, ] therefore tſave them ?' Will he pleaſe 
© A imputed my Sons Righteouſnels to theſe, and not to others, therefore 1 
avet ? | 
Tthink according to the Law Men lived under, fo will God proceed in Judgment : 
 Rom-2.12, 16. this laſc yerſe;teiſs us, he will 7udge Men{ who lived under the Goſ- 
xl ] according to my Goſpet. { Chriſt the Author, 'Paul the Preacher of it. ]'1f the” will 
udzeaccording to the Goipel, then the Goſpe/ isa Law : Where there is no Law, there 
18 no Fudging ; for the Fudge 15to pals Sentence according to Law, andis to be ruled 
by the Law.' Repenfance then, and Faith, and Goſpel- Holineſs, will be of fome uſe, 
fav Mr. rip what he pleaſe. Gud will Judge Men, by what is wrought 1n Men, 
and what they have wrought, 2 Cor. 5. ro. So his Judgment will be decleared to be 
Righteous, in Crdexming forne, in ſeving others, as he clears himſelf, Math. 25; 34, 
&c. at, &c. ever by the Works 'of Men. ' | 
Whither Mr. Cr{{p, and Mr: Dzvi, will charge me therefore to be a Neonomian, 1 
cannot tell, I ſhall rel] chem how, for many years 1 have uriderſtood Fuſftiffearion in 
*'$Cauſes, and that is the cleareft way to give ones Opinion of athing : 
' I. The Efficient cauſe, if we'reſpet the unjty of the Effence, is God ; Father, Son, 
. and Holy Ghoſt ; Burif Order of Perſons, then God the Father. _ 
= 2.” The Material Cauſe, the Active and Paſſive Obedience of Chriſt Only. This is tbe 
alone Merit. _ © 26% ; | Wo 
- 3- The Formd! Cauſe, the Fathers free It tion, of this tive and Paſſive Righ- 
reouſneſs of Chriſt, to that Soul 'who hath believed in, or received his Son, Jefus 
Chriſt the Lord. * | " 4- The 
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4-. The Moral Inſl7ument or Condition, -is Faith, not as it-is-an, Inherent Quality » 
not asit is a werking, but a receiving hand by Gods appointment; -_. -.. .. 3...” 
5+ The Fioal cauſe, the Manifeftation of the Glory of his Mercy, {. towards the Sin» 
ner JR with 7uſtice { inreſpe& of Chriſt. ] | t 
The Efe# of this, the Acquittance of the believer from the; Sentence and Con- 
demnartion of the [ aw, and the Believer reputed Righteous before God. 
If this be right, then why thereis ſucha Clamour made againſt Mr. H#7Uliams,.as if 
he were unſound in the Doctrine of Zuſftification, I canaot tell ; for as-l underſtood 
him, he agrees wich me 19 every particular: If we be unſound, ſhew us our Era 


ror, | 
Mr. Criſp, I ſee, becauſe Mr. /il!tams differs ſomewhat from other Divines in his. 
Interprecation, of that Phil. 3. 9. Inſults over bim very much: But that doth not 
prove Nr. Williams tobe unſound inthe Doftrine of Juſtification : if he and I be .in 
an Errour, let Mr- Criſp or others ſhow us it. : | 
Yet as to theſe 8 and 9 v. of that Chapter, doth the Apoſtle ſpeak of nothung,but the 
Righceouſneſs of Chriſt imputed for our Zuſtification, in theſe verſes > thoſe words, in 
the 9 v. The Righteouſneſs of God which i by Faith, being the ſame. with Rom.-1. 17,and 
3-C. 21, 22, 26.and 10 6. 3- dofignifie the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt, imputed to our Fuſtifi 
cation, I grant it ; yet deny it's only that. | 
For 1. Did Paul defire to win Chriſt, only for his Juſtification? 8. v. ._,, _ .. 
2. Where the Apoſtle ſaich,(as for 9-4, and fy3,uu.ldo-notmuch regard thedi;> 
ference.) and do couns them but Dung, what is the Antecedeat. to them ? Is it not, «ll 
things which he loft by Chrift, in the former words? But did Paul looſe the inherent Righ- 
roſuh he had from Chriſt ? I ſuppoſe the Apoſtlethrows away his Phariſaical Righte- 
uſneſs, and will own no Righteouſneſs, but what comes fgom Chriſt only. Had the 
poſtle any Goſpel Inherent Righteouſneſs, before he knew Chriſt 2 How then conld 
tre /oofe that which he had not > Nor would he looſe it, when he ba1it. | 
3+ And 1s the Inherent Righteouſneſs of Chrift ſoContemptible,to be counted Dus? 
The Lord give me more of that Dung. NR OY 
4+ The Inherent Righteouſneſs we have from Chriſt, is it not by Faith in Chriſt,as well 
as Imputed Righteouſneſs by Faith 2 Both bleſſings of Communion flowing. from. our 
Llnion with Chriſt, x Cor. 2. 30. he is made of Gxdro us Sanfification, why then'nay 
not this be found in the 9th. terſe, Astheother 1s? Ny 
5+ That I may be found in him. Found when, where > At the Day of Fudgment, ſay 
all the Expofitors, I ſee : Then both Righteouſneſs imputed to anſwer .the Breach of 
the firſt Covenantz, and-our Sins and Failings under the new Coyenant,and Inherentto 
anſwer the Goſpel Righteouſnels, as being different from that perfedf and perſorial Rig P 
teontrels, required inthe firſt Covenant : Beth thele | ſay, as flowing from Chrilt;vbe - 
muſt be found in, elſeno ſanding at that Bar. What will God Judge the World, ary 
by Imputed Righttouſneſs > Without Holineſs, no Man fhgll ſee God: thisis not meant of 
Imputed Righteouſneſs. This Righteouſneſs Inherenr, is not our own, asthe Righteouſ- 
nels of the firſt Covenant was, and as Pauls Phariſaical Righteouſneſs was his own; for 
it is from Chrift, wi:o is our Life. Galof. 3. 4+ Rs 
Paul faith, Ga). 2. 20. I live by the Faith of the Son of God. Juſtification is not a : 
principle of Life in us, that conſiſts only inRepurarroneDez.Bur theRighteouſneſs,ef Inhe- 
rency, Regeneration 1s; and ſhall rhat be left out here, in the Ph;lippians ? 
Take them both , and they agree with the Text, Iſa. 45. 24+ Surely ſhallone ſay, 
zn the Lord have I Rightzouſneſſes; the word is the plural number, I know 
inthe Hebrew, Pluralis numerus pro: finzulari quandoque fonitur ad dengan. TVS: 
dam magnitudinem C7 excellentiam,but that isnotnming here, for there are - 
2wo Righteouſneſſes, and two only, which we bhaye..and muſt have,and muſt-have. from 
that our Lerd, and Piſcator interprets, as I do. How Heartiiy, how Feelingly, doth a 
Sound Believer 1n Chriſt ſpeak theſe words,and joys mnthem! pts 
And to Aſcribeboth theſe Righteouſneſſesro Chriſt, is the plain Scope of Mr. 770;- 
ams, his Interpretation of Phzl. 3.8,9. : | As 
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[22 ) 
As for Fuftifcttion, thereis no Man" that knows himſe.f in his own vileneſs, and 
Godin his Purity and Juſtice,” but meditating upon 'the 'Counſe! of God in Chrift , 
 Whata way ke hath found dutto Juſtifie a Sitiner, believing 1 his Chriſt, and in fine 
to come to that 24 verſe of Jude, but he muſt needs fand amazed, admiring at this 
mfimte Wiſdom, and loveof God : Bur ro have ſuch Inferences drawn from hence, 
that God ſeeth no Sinin bis People ; that God-doth not corre bis People for Sin: That Da- 
vid was & pleafing ro God, when be committed Adultery with Bathiheba, as zen he danced 
before the Ark,8ec. of which Language, have heard enough,abour ſixty fix years fince; 
ind can now read the:fame, in our later Antinijans, even Mr. Davis. and orhers; 
befides other things inferred from the Glorious Tranſactions, be:ween the Father and 
the Son, in the Covenant of: Redemprion,which I read from Dr. Cr?{p,and Mr. Davi, 
which do not agree with the Goſpel Diale ; but do in their Language, give en- 
couragermnent to Sin, and boldneſs under Sin ; if Men will write againit ſuch things, 
can they juſtly be blamed ? Herein Mr. Criſp hath not dealt candidly with Mr. Willi- 
zm ;for take noticeVreral timss, he writes, i1 know My, Williams it words, feai:s 
+ eur Sanfificationts be a part of our Tuftificarion.. 0, 
_z - Anſw. 1f you know ; he denies it why is hecharged then as unſound im that point. 
=o * Bt Mr. Cr#/p., did notread over Mr: Williams Defence of Goſpel-Truth ;, if he had, 
ED; he could not have written againft him as he hath done : how a Man can write mors 
_ clearly, then he hath'done ; I cannor rell. 
' Grve meleavero make a ſhort Digreſſion, upon occaſion of a queſtion ſtarted by 
Mr. Williems, ſome-where I haveread itin him, viz. Whither by Iſtael, in the Jer. 31, 
37, Natural lſrael, or Spiritual Trael be meant ? | 
_ F humbly conceive, Natzrl Iſrael. | 
..T- With what Ifraet, Get madethe Covenant, when he brought Ie! out of Zzypr, 
. with the ſame Iſrael he makes the New Covenant: It ſeems by the Text to run 
{moothly, nothing appearsto the contrary. bur that was Natural Iſrael. | 
2. Tomake Spiriznet Iracl, the Law muſt be pur into the inward parts, it muſt be 
written in the Heart : The Lord muft be known ; the ftony Hearr muſt be taken a- 
way, # Heart of Fleſh given, elſethere can'be no Spiritual Iſrael If then Spiritul 
| nel de meant, the Senſe muſt run thus: When you are Spiritual Iirael,l willmake 
ii you $pirituel Iſrael. When the Law is written in your Hearts, then I will write, when 
= the thing is done before, I will doir. This is abſurd. : 
Z "L could add more, bur forbear : Only this I ſay, when God will do theſe great 
ings for Iſrael.” there will be a Spirit of Repentance poured out upon this Iſrael , 
id Faith inn Chit, Zechar. 12: 10.v. that Chapter was never fulfilled ro this Day. 
Fajth and Repentance. ſhall-never be our of Date : Unleſs their Notion be true, that 
| State of the Thoufand years ſhall be a Sinleſs Stare, then Repentance poſſibly may 
be needleſs : Bur vix credo. 


pt | CHAP. Wl 
«A About Aſſurance, 


L Que. \7\7 Hither all Sound Believers, bave ſore Aſſurance of their Zuſtifica- 
\'4 tion and Pardon of Sin? 

+ '! Anſw. Mr. Davk p. 53. Anſwers. The leaſt Degree of True Faith, bath ſome Aſſurance 

ES ini. ; 

BE. Say you ſo Mr. Devi? That Holy Man of God Mr. Richard Rogers, and you are 

Y quite eppoſite ; he ſaith there may be Trve Firth, and yer no aſſurance: How many 
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(23 F 
examples might T here produce, to prove the falſhood of your Afertion ; but 1 will 
only name One, ard that ſhail be in flead of thereſt which Thave known : The Fer» 
fon lived mthe Town where Mr. Richard Rogers lived and Preached, by 'Name, Mr. 
Clark, one of the chief of the Town, a'Man of excellent Piety, and Honoured God 
in his place ; but ſo far from A4ſſurance, that he went drooping: His Godly Maid- 
Servant, was always finging at her Work; Ay Wench, ſaid be, thou canſt fing; yea Ma» 
ſter, ſaid ſke, I have none to pleaſe, but God and you: He would turn away, and 
weep. Thus went he forty years in the dark, as to any Aflurancethat I could learn : 
But at Jaft, God came in witha fuil Aﬀſurance ; then faid he , thefe Eyes of min? ſhall 
never cloſe, till I get to Heaven : There Jay he, feven Days and Nights, his Eyes never 
cloſed, but was filled with Praifing and Bleffing of God, givinz Counſel to thoſe, who 
came to viſit him, and ſo went to Heaven. I hadthis from his Maid-Serzant, who 
was with him, wken he lay thus, and dyed : I could give other notable Inſtances. 

2. Can a Man have Aſſurance of his Pardon, before ke hath Affurance that his 
Faith is found? Andis this ſo quickly known > What your Bzltevers artains to ar firlt, 
that can ſtep out of their Sinful State, into a Gofp?! Stare, without the Triumph | as. 


Mr. Criſpcalteth it ]Jof Legal Preparation {| which you alſo oppoſe ] I know nor. ButTI ' 


have known as good Chrittians, as any of your Followers, that could ſay no ſuch 
thing. I could here have enlarged, bur forbear. | 
2. Queſt. How may we co12 to the Aſſurance of our Juſtification ? | 
' Anſw. Here the Antinomians in New- England made work. They muſt have it, by 
the Immediate Teftirzony of the Spirit, or 2. By an Azſoluze promiſe, given inby the Sp1- 


0 


rit : They who had it thus, were under a Covenant of Grace,” But for the Third, ro 


have it made qut by wes 7s ina way of Self Examination, and ſoof Arguments- 
zion, this was rhe mark of thoſe, who were under a Covenarwof Works, 

De. Criſp denies all marks, and tells us of a Revealing Evidence, and a Receiving 
Evidence, theErſt 1s. the Voice of the Spirit of God, ro a Mans own Spiris: Thy Sins are 
forgiven thee. The ſecond is, the Eccho of the Heart anſwering the foregoing Votce of the 
Spirit, my Sins are forgiven re , ſaich Faith. Thus we come to our Aſſu- 
TAance. . 


As for that ſaying, The whole Eſſ-nce of Fzith, % nothing elſe but the Eccho of the Heart, - 


anſwerinz the Voice of the Spirit, as before. SF 
What Faith doth the Dr. mean ? If he mean S2zing Faith , T will be. boldto fay, 
he that hath no other Faith but this, ſhall never be Saved. Saving Faith is another 


kind of thing. 


But ſuppole it be Faitb, bring this Faith to the Tryal, how ſhall I know whuther 


this Faith be ſound Faith ? is it not by the Fruits of it, as the Tree 1s known by the 


Fruits; if it bears nor Goſpel Fruits, it 1s but a Lye : then we nant come to marks at 


ﬀ, and fowe mutt, 'when ail is done. _ hots | 

There is a q teftion allo, how ſha!l l know it is the Spirit of God that reveals tome, 
my Stns ar» pardoned ? Sztan being Transformed into an Angel of Lighr, cannot he 
play ſuch aRevealer,and tell an unſoundHeart,thySins are forgiven'thee and fill him with 


Joy ? Idoubrnotof it. He that can preſs down ſound Chriſtians, applying terrible ' * | 


rhings to them, our of the Bible, and keep them in the dark, can raiſe up an unſound 
Heart; with promiſes out of the Bible, and give him, Light. . 

A Labourer that belonged to a Godly Gentleman, whom T knew well, ſtole ſome- 
thing from him. After ſorne time, Conſcience did awake, and charged home this 
Sin, which was attended with dreadful Horrors, and cryings out tna hideous manner; 
that he did alarm all the Chriftians in the Town, who came into ſee a Man hangy 
over Hell, labouring to ſupport him, but all in- vain: Ar laft he fends for the Gentle. 


man, confeſſes his Faulr, and gets his Pardon. - The Sore is opened : ftrange were the' 


Heavenly Joys and Raptures, this Man was filled with anſweravle to t-15 Horrors : the 
Mmifter of the place, a Precious. Able Divine; not being acquainted with ſuch Dain- 


tes, having viſited him under his Horrors, being Saturday when this ciange a7pear- : 


ed, 


- PISS. oj; 
— 2 


. « \ : . vs i — . 
= * 
, p 


-el; leaves his Texthe was woo, choſe another-; his *Diſcourſe tending to this 
Scope, toſhew. how the Spirit of God was able to raiſe a Manas low as Hell,. into 
wen. ina ſhortrime. The Chriſtians obſerved him, what became of chis Man , 

id one told me, they could nor obſerve any trac Work of Grace in-him: -. 

That there are ſome ſpecial caſes and times, in which the t of God doth ſuggeſt 
and teſtifie toa Santified Conſcience, thy Sins are pardoned, thou art a Child of God, we 
deny not, 2c. The Soul Aſﬀents to this, what will you call this ; Faztb> Whar Faith , 
Djvine or Human ? I ſuppote you will ſay, Divine ; becauſe you take this to be a Divine 
T«/timony. If fo, then Divine Faith is not confined to the Teſtimony of God . in 
the Canon of the Scripture. .. If fo,. Lam bound to believe this Teſtunony, to. be as 
true, as I believe the Teſtimony of God in the Scripture, viz. I believe that-T am 4 
Child of God, that my Sins are pardoned, upon this Teſtimony of Gods Spirit, as1 be- 
lieve, Feſus Chriſt is 4 Saviour, we believe this upon the Teſtimony of God. The Te- 
ſtimony of God, requires the ſame Divine Faith. 

Then 'tis a Sin, tg doubt and call in queſtion this Teſtimony of the Spirit, 14: I 

x aim # Child of God, and my Sins are pardoned, as to doubt, whether Chriſc be a Saviour : 

 AllgodsTeſtimonies are equel true,from the Infallobilzty of him that ſpeaks;God rhat 

cannor Lye. I defire the help of my Brethren here ; for 'tis ſtrange, that Lihould be- 
lieve this, with the ſame Faith and Aſſurance, that I believe my Bible. | 

Let me offer this ro my Brethren;though there be no ſuch words ſpoken to the ear , 
as God loves thee,thy Sins are pardoned, yer there is a ſenſible unpreffion made upon the 
Mind,of the Senſe of ſuch words accompanyed with ſenfible joy: Now whether do nor 
the Aſſent riſe from the Senſe of that impreſſion made upon the mind, accompanyed 
with lenfible Joy ?; As when.we giving diligence, to make our Calling ſure, doby ob- 
ſerving ining pur Hearts about the work of Faith in Chriſt, which 
anſwers the Cell, we: examining the Work it (elf, [ fo 4 priori] and the Fruits 
of Faith [| ſo a poſteriori ] from the tenſe of theſe found in us, 4fſex: and conclude, we 
arecalled: This concluſion, is from Spiritual ſenſe and experience. ForT humbly can- 
ceive, Divine Fatrh, is confined to the Divine Teſtimony of God, in the Holy,Canen of 
the Scripture. 1 only leave this with my Brethren to judge. 

1 conceive, there isa difference between a comfort and an evidence, many Chriſtians 
meet with ſuch comforts of the ſpirit, from this or that place of Scriprure,in reading. 
and meditation, or under the other Ordinances of God : Which much refreſh for the 
rime,and may be afterwards remembred; but theſe comforts go off; but the Evidence 
which ariſes from the ſound work of Faith and Regeneration, that is abiding asto the 
Foundation of it. [GT abbr en] FI 

"As for the Abſolute need of the Spirit, to help us to our Aſſurance, in the ordinary 
way of the Goſpel, as we teach, need 1 ſay, both inthe apo, ro clear his work, .yea, 
in the Conclufion,to help the Soul conclude? 1 am as ſtiff for that, as any Antinemian. 

.2+ As to Abſolute Promi{es ſuch as Tſa. 43. 25. and Iſa. 44+ 22. Yer. 31. 33- diversſuch, 
theſe Men produce. Name any Abſolute promiſe, which reſpects the relative change 
of a Chriſian, viz. Juſtification, Adoption, Pardon, which in the Application, is not 
conditional, 'take the promiſes mentioned, who is Thee, Thy, in the promiſes ? Art thou 
atrue Believer in Chriſt > Art sboua true repenting Soul,[ theſe are conditions or qua- 
lifications of the Subject F if. ſo, then the Application 1s. good : But if not, all the 
comfort.you. take from them 18 but a Lye. # : 

3- Asfor marks, this ischarged upon Mr, Davis: That he denies Sanfification t0 Fe 
4 Evidenceof our Fuſtification. p. 18. | 

Why donot Mr. Davis anſwer as hedoth, to that p. 17* Perſons may fincerely defire 
Chriſt to be their Prophet, Prieſt and King, and yet be Hypocrites fill > Now you anſwer, 
This is 4 Notorious falſb0d. ; 

"Why doyou not anſwer ſo here, anddeny that ever you ſpake it? then we were ſa- 
tisfied.: We know what Senffification is, and know whence Sanctification flows ; but 


"i Þ your Anſwer 1s but ſhuffling. I 
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eli gonuend a————_ PER, ds ut Aſurzxce ; but I ſaw Book ſwell 
mtoo big a bulk, over Iintended, and ſo la chem by: oe IP 0 
{only lay this : I havenoted ſome” of ie Sticklers'for Alurance in'the 
way: end brhnols einiy Bey God! cir Aſſurance; who come- 
Senffifrarion; ; Fe their Aſſurance, 'that have-ir-by abſolute promiſes; 
diate Teſtimony of the Spirit, as they <ell us. * 4 


CHAP. Tv. 


For the other Part of My Davis Book, which concerns. a Ghareh, 
and the Union of our Brethren. 


E would be a Happy Man, that ſhould breth «ll the Churches i in England cs free, Pp: 


21: ſay you, as you are Charged. 

You havedone rg cr for your part, I hear of divers" you have- broker; hk 
your Happineſs. But now 'cis turn'd off to Dr, Owen, that he ſaid it. What-you fay 
ro the Opinion of Mr. Holcrefe browght againſt __ p. 9. It # an caly matter to 
Stories upon People, when they are _ may be brf:1 hp to what you ſay of! Dr. Owen. 
I Honour Dr. Owen, his great wth bar as much as another Man: Yet 
what the Apoſtle "James, ſaith of Eljjeb, James 5, r7. So I may Aus Ao Ab De: Owen: 
Noe _ a Man Subjed# tolike Paſſion; and might Jet ſome Sentences 

have been keptin: Witneſs that ſaying of his, «be Alcoran £5 A 

gut porch with te Scriprure. obſerve but, Fobn 10. 37, 38; and Jobs 12.37% Drafic: 

hath told him of it. 

But Mr.Deviz;vefore you cometo oxen eatet perfe& Heppibebeby breaking of all Chuych- 
Sto pieces : Let us hear your Rea 

There is a Church, [ and divers ſuch. ] x/ N The? Members are ſuchas profeſs #Scale 
of 'a Sinful, Loſt, Undone, Condition in thernſelyes. Impotent, Ho "Cle 
leſs in themſelves ; _ nothing but Sin' and' Flery: L90y can: -20- 
2+ They profels, th willingly receive arid embrace uport Ge 
Their Converſation,-do no way contradi@ their Profeſſion. 4 I; 
and give up them(elves to walk with God, inthe Obſervation 'of hs Ordinances 

cipline, as well as others. 5. Theſe choole their Paſtor 3 as for him, he wes 

rothe Work of the Miniſtry by his Parents: according! y Edocued in tho 
Are: of gb ues, in which the Pen- _ wrote the 82 Ee _ 


LO 


many ſuchin £ | 
ts nie ps 
us w was before, from ;z you that ta > 
ho Pacrie. the Hoaſe; ſhew-us you, « betrer Pattern” | - 1 
: If 'you cannot tell mea fault [ as 1 know'none'} I will tell you One; and ſacka, 
Ozeas Wie Ama in Midiſeor ak only 1 = "Oy of your ones Maron = 
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ſed by Dr Earth 
Wha: ;- What 


'but-one Body, MyRical upon Earthztwo Bodtes to.one Head,” is 


| ter © Church, þ Hovghe 


Se, 
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ranges cho aria. Yourelus _ yn wete la 7, 02-76 Refers! 


im Linc wy Wieco be Goh Sorin. Wh Whence Lar 
| (ar raed, Pe Rac: Sbyie Way. acong to Goſpel Order, is.n0 
Goipnk ne TIED Golel - Miniſtry, wrong to Golpe Order : : There-.. 


ER. ſay, as renowned Calvin lays 3 thougb there be no cammand for 
Hands, yes being the. conflant prafiiſe of the Apofles it ought to be Retained : 
prada Elevgy or Twelve National Fs mentioned: and not one 


| ps ſays there i is no Command far it; both Calvin, and they are mis 
: Fort it was obo in, by an expreſs ,——_ of God, in the Separation of 
actiſe of it, was continued: in-the 

ka by Dr. Lighfoor. So the Apollles, 

f another Commend 3 formy purt, I do' 
A gy Yet] Iookiupon Prayer and-Faſt- . 
rq hero: x n of ron bur as Prayer before Baptiſm: If a Man 
Ra Pray 30a apply not Water, there is no-Baptiſm,  Soif Men Faſt and 
MAN . pray only,. but not Impeſe Hands, there is no Sepzration made. The He- 
_ 195551:11- > brew: word, 712 an Hiphtl, h- a Separavit,. diftinftionem fecit, the 
Earietdivis © Impoſunguef the Hands, makes a clearand piain_ Dijtindion, of thar' Pers 


parrot ws al the Church: beſides ; buc lo. do; not ning and ys 


Igpt* toe ES; +] & 66 Hor 
Remarkablefatbar of te Araſtir, » | Hob. 6; 2+. ſaith Dy. . Lightfoot. Obſerve bere, the 
Noi#rine of Impofition of Hands in Ocdinacton is 4 Fundamental point, as well as the Do» 
&ine of) Faith/and Repentance. If Fagth be 4 Goſpel Rrinciple,, ſo is rhik - * 

-+TFo: make the Conſtitution of a. Chir:h to/be tuch, thar Gol Inſicurions cannoe- 4 
be according my 1160 29 Conftirution-is: 1 
24 he Agreemend drawn up, | bemergans {Unyed. brevfiren a Labilhs he: tells 
us, what bs Sentiment arecancetning.it.! þ will attend: yon prefenn)y, 'Nr,! Davis, 
whenthave premiſed theſe few.r>ings 1 in on r toes; 

Our Bleſſed Jeſus, the Head of his Church, which is/his Boy. Epbeſ; 1. 424 i2. Hath 

Monftrous. x Corr 2.12. 


induc. Epbeſ. 4 4- Rom:'12: 4, 5, Oc to phanly there canb{-no:Ss in this ane. 
_ Body ; 5 only 1n a particular Church, | is very frange,: asf the: 8 Cor. 14i2g. 
pur only the particular Church of Corinth, whenhi > ſaith, there || ie no 9chiſm 


fatbe Body.  Werethe boron ſer only-in cha Church ?. 28,16: 
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44 Majuc, where Communion'ts denyed ; and ſo they are | he f. 
one Boey. 1 Cor. 10- 17, there is Schiſm with a witneS;  AEfetd & fi 
neſs, appeared in the Apoſtles days: Whither Diorrephes,. 3" Fob 9. were guilty 0 
It, I cannot rell.. Schiſmazicos facir, non fides diverſa, ſed communionk Jirws Societa, | 
faith B. Auftin, Tom. 4- p. 364 . 

2. Hnity in this one Body, as itis in itſelf Beautiful ; ſoit.i is2 g Poty. | with ho 
Members of it, are ſtritly charged, * to preferve it where i Ke Tay Ww . 
broken. 1 Cor. 1, 10. Epbeſ.4.3- Phil.2. 1, 2. and they are | 
Body, who do not thus labourtopreſerye, or ark opp erp Sign 
they neglect their Duty. 

3- Our Lord Prayed for this -Ynity among them, that do believe in _ Nats 


Fohn 17. 11, 21,22, 23+ 

4+ There isa Brand (er upon them, that break this Union, 87d arg Diy ati; a 
being perſons afted by the Devil, who .hatesrhis 'Urizon. "Row, q 
The Diyiſions berweeh the Presbyrerians and Congregirional cine arc 

ous, that they who werenoFriktnds to'us at home, were eaſe 
Friends abroad, were troubled- Witneſs, ſforne 7 ettbrs writterr to me, 


Elders of the Churches in New-Eng!anl, About 38 years fince, to know whar w: 
reaſon that we and the Presbyrer/ans, could not agree, to hold' Jes rl 9 
z of 


held, and do ftill hold with the Congregarione Churches, it ſeveral 
not Baprize allin a Pariſh, though. I was afffexited 6d Opreny net he 
cechiſeall in the Pariſh, chat were willing : 

Pariſh account; bur required the choofing of oh for beige Pafior, and ry 
the Church, ſubje&ting themſelves to all Ordinancesgand to C 
[ One would not ſubmit, and T wonld never admit Fenn rd er er brig 


Churches, in Church Afairs I defired ; but leave the Execurion 
hat ? coed rntn 
hey ek 
= fe 
Ler Schiſm iye thay Doge: who give. the cauſe 6/4 
Mr. Bav® 1g 
dint. = 


where the cafe d ed, The CehT a SEE wn Bite 
; A. By: Lewd” kit fel 
being Judge. | 


leaft;bur we asBreth wer Iiogy 
beſt Membersaway ; bur 
their own Paſtors: There were no pm Ek 

I could then clear my ſelf, asdeferving any Blame. 146 henpubih, zart of 
Letter, written to me, from that Acute, Learned, and Godly Divine, Mr. Norton, of 
of New England. 1 do now publiltr it agairy ; becauſe Mr 


; 
The Aſſociation you mention, emongft the Miniftets, we mnebrejoyce i; 
it Fools Human ;' but oftentimes worſe, that the Fas i ng 
cannot cloſe oageder £ in Brotherly Communion. The power of G 
Aﬀetions of the Godly, above the Notions of either of them, emf er! gory 
believe, the Congregational way to be the Tyudb ; yet I think bezeer | 
then of yy retro Eur no wonder, if f Tod lepende) rg "ly, 
Mr. Dzvks. | For I par pages} and Cimgregetiona? tionaT Me 
ſuch, \ call rhemſetves as t I wg chatwl nor A004 the Las q Boe 
and the Order of Councils. ONTve Ml Mr. cg DE x 
From then, a Learned, Godly, and 
Davis, is Condemned, as an-irregular EE 
'tians; that love Unity and Order in 
Synod of Charemon in France; when they heard of 
woful work it made here, was, ſo or Nano Sts 
Churches; becauſe, ſay they, it EET 
"larities, and Extrevagenties, and'barreth rl doh ns 
Re prevemttbem, end tothe C 
EE Key, « Wt w- your 
$f oe unde er tar non Mr Rnd oexercild: "JaritiRtionr vet " YOU, © 
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no - ſuch how could they > O! H afraid 
"on Lordy anti ra as you Write. purpoſe, 2th ay as he he 


But this is a Principle, amongſt even the Congregational Mirifters, that if rerſons 
refiſe to obey the judgment of a Council.they with chetr Churches urcer them, may 
and ought to declare,that neither they.nor any other Churches , ought to have Com- 
munion with ſuch Perſons.as reject the Sentence of a: Council. Mr. Davi,hath made the 

f ncx,and ſuch Congregational Churches, Ocious, by this Act of his. 
ne thing I obſerve, before I ccme to your 8 Sentiments, P 35: ycu write: They 
: med, Articles "ſoul be drawn in fuch 4 large and looſe Frame, that bath parties might 
EE. fx fea particular Senſe upon it, %c. 
ob nike obſerve this? Sodid I, and was not pleaſed withit ; but that it was an «- 


le piece of Jeſurica Equivocation, as you write, I cannot yield to that. Ithink 
w it came about, though it hath hiridred the Union much. 
prove pod be P part ] and Mr. Faldo | for the Congregations) part, ] 
agers tO. Mme, u ok rhis Work firſt, as I heard : My Heart did cleave to. 
th Tar this their Linderta king, though unkngqwn. One with whom 1 deal 
| a Member of. Mr. 'Faido's Church : Idid write to Mr. Faldo, and kept 
neelligence with him; we did agree in our Sentiments, he ſent me down a Copy,which 
pleaſec ne" er I kept it in my own Hands, as he wiſhed me. 
But. it ſeems, that Copy would not take. There were ſuch, as he wrote to me, 
1 not Freiter: yet had a Prelatical Spirit, oppoſed him in his work ; 
but I was ſure it was not onthe Presbytertans party, but I gueſſed 
it was, p37 a Scotch Minifter'of excellent Parts and Grace, as 1 have found fince; 
To Oh, was a Stratiger to me, and. came only to fee me, ] told me, who did 
hinder the Agreement; Iſa I wasnot miſtaken ; that Copy then was laid afide. A- 
nother was drawn up, much different, from what I had before ; which I did not like, 
3$ 16d the firſt. "Mr. Falls emothe rd I wrote to Mr. How, though a Stranger to 
and: reaſonof this change; for I ſaw, this Copy was 
meer! atros ts,. and but a gart of. them neither ; for 
iy Lay 9. ordue Tapſi of Hands : Had theſe Men obſeryed 
OE SEE EIEE nine 
& would not have fer the A#s 14. 23. again ſo many clear 
for Ordination, by Impeſsricn of Hends. - Now to lay by the Authority of 
t inſo plain a Con praiſed by all Churches, fince the Apoſtles days, 
ifte Gone e4p .1 thought there was not that due Honour given to the 
ure to have been: He anſwered me, they were worthy Men, 
; xce and Gifts ;-and they yere very defirous, to bring all into an Agree- 
at, and yield to as ir Terms, as they could, both parties conſenting to the 
ent, a$it was worded. 
ro. him again till, I ſu ofe, I diſpleaſed him. So that Mr. Davk, your char- 
hem with Abominable, 7eſuitical, Equivecation, 1s abomnable : For it was 
. Cer Rao Men. of your Par rg worthy, Men, and the earneſt de- 
| them,. according. t % 5 Command of the Lord, that made the 
e-bjterjans, Field. tothe wordirgor t em pron is: And though thers be 
areeſon with which I was not ſeg, cing very dark] Expreſſed ; yet this of 
Oxdinatiop, being ſo gpinAthe 5 the en bene my ſelf againſt i it ; and 
forthe reſt wait. This a” Godtohg nd coft many thoughts, 1 queſtion 
Beauperony cur oth God his good time, will clear CO and 


He Ts $ 447me of Peagrnerep A Didtueſs, and 
= All the | te live are ſe, end lope the Antinomians;are they? 
(- not juflifie our Hrranes, Cry phadip por hr oy our Lord, and exer- 
es Shes for more Livelineſs. I am ſure they were not 


as Agreement; apd there ago coy thpulnnds in 0 Engle, 
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who keep their Station, have not A paſſtarized, and walk wich-God, who rejoyce-1n., 
in rhe Union; you fo much Condemn> | "Their -Labour: in this work; I PRO! m9. 
proof of their Degeneracy ; it being to-obey the command of their Lord. 

- 2, Profeſſors Ends, are Carnal and gee | 

Anſw. 1. How do you know the Ends of Profeſſors ? the Preface to the firſt Rane! 
did breath forih a very m_———_ We Minifters of Chrift,- baving before- our;Eyec, 
the.Gloryof Gol, the Progreſs of the Goſpel, the Saliittion of | Sauls, the Peace. and-Edifi- 
cation of rhe-ClHurch of 'Chriſt » Andicalling to mind, #he-ſadneſs 'of our. former. Piviſcans , 
and our duty an4 work tht not only the wordof God; bus by Providence at this Day calls us 
zo, &c. are theſe Carnal and Selfiſhends? Mr. Dave. 

Severai Letters lhad fromMr- Fx/do;and two from Mr. How ; and I am confident, 
their Ends were gracious, they ſought purely:the Renee of. Chriſt, and the good 
the Church: And fo did the other Subſcribers, and I doubt not, ſo have thou 
of other Chriſtians. So that Mr. Dvis, you do but Act the Devils part, whoa 
Job,for having falſe Ends,in his ſerging: 'of God. Fob 1.90" 

3- Toe Spirit was n:t poured/down fronmon Highs 

Anſw. What is "Ys. meaning of this? We muſt not do our Day to. our TP we 
muſt not ſeek his Honour ; the good of his Church, till the Spirit "be poured down , 
according to your phanſie. I think the Spirit of God was Attiveinthem, who were 
fo Ative in this work , for the Lords Honour, and good: of his Church: 

- 2,” To What purpoſe, are thoſe three Texts you-quote ar this time: of i: Days That 
there will be a great effuſion of rhe Spirir, I doubt not when the Fews ſhall arches, 
home ; but Mr. Dzv#, that timeis norſo near, the Witneſſes: the Gentile Chur 
2re not yetNain : Sorthat the Texts you mention,” are nothilffg'to the-purpole. 

4. The greateſt Numbers,had forſook the Cauſe and Banner of Chriſtin theDay of Adooig. 

Aafio: Burt why then ſhould not they who did nor forſake, keep themſelves from ha 
ving todoin making up this Union, as we!l as you? What: Superlative Holineſs or 

Widom is there in yeu, avovethem? }. | 

2. Wha: do you mean by forſaking the Bnner of Chriſt > Itmay be, they- went-to. 
the Common- Prayer. It ſeems, the jJyning wich theChurch of ; Exglend. in their Pray- 
ers, 1s as bad, az the offering of Incenſe to an Ido], in the time of the Ten Perſecu« 
t10ns ; 1s N5%4:45, riſer agaic 2 Curſed bethis Opinion. y 

3- Thoug1 1 did not go lo far, as Holy Mr. Corber, Mr. Bexter, Mr. Foſeph Allen, Ar. 
aAnthoxy B-irges, 8&c. who 4d nor only go to th? Commorn- Prayer ;' but the Lords 
SuPger allo; tome of them ar leat,  Yerwhen 1 dye, 1 chooſe rather to have my 

Soul gathered with theirs, then with any 4imonzan imEngiend, though] queſtionnot 
the Salvation of forns of them. The Provideaceof God did rg ny it, that all che 
time of che Perfecution, Tkept on my courſe' of Preaching, and Adminiſtration of 
Sa-raments, with the whole Church together, 1 muſſed not one Day : Yecl do not 
look on my ſelf one ruſh the better for ir. 

Nex7, you charge {ome very ſtrangely, I know not what why. I hope there are 
vey _ ſuch,' if any: But you do not deny, youſay, bur, they may have SA That 
is fomerhing. 

P. 3 7. Icannot ſee but you charge all: Have they [ whom do you. mean. 
the Presbyterians only, orotkersalſo } Refcrmed one Hairs 'Breadth in their Sun: 
pot Watch, Care, Admonitions,” Cenſures —— have they not rather; gone | 

egrees, Bc, 

If they have been ſparing in their Cenſures. I ſes you abound with them; is juſt 
ſo as you write ? You can eſpy faults, 1t ſeems im others. but you have-none- This 
do not uſe to be the Temper of ſound Chriftians:: » 1-2 515 | 

Butasto Admiſſions. I read by avs in Books.of Parity of Churches, and look ta 
your Amiſſions, 8c. I defirethe Rign to theſe queſtions: -- 

rt. Hath God left it in the pie very Paſtor,: NEO and; pron hich Aules 
for Admiſſ on bu he Hoe = | 
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inthe word, witha Command to Paſtors to look: That thoſe qualifications be found 
Hall them, whom! they admir, rely, withthe ftrifteft Exemen they can-make ; 
© $3. Orisnot thepra of the Apoſtles, how they admitted, the Rule to teach vs, 
w_ we ſhould admit? We mufthave ſome Common Rule ro all Churches to wa'k 
_ . by, Surely. On LICE DNAs | 
: 4. Do weread, that any who — their: Faith in Chrift, as the true Meſteh, 
and gave themſelves to the Goſpe] Rules, wereRejeRed? I grant Feithin Chrift;as rhe 
true Meſt2b, \was a great thing then, 'over it iS now: But then they had Miracles to 
telprheir Faith. - Af. 9. 42- AF. 8 6. AF. 13.12 was Philip blamed for Admitting Si- 
mon Mzpus ? 

"Where were Paftors blamed for 4dmiſions ? Fur (uffering wicked impenitent Per- 
favs in the Church, I know they were blamed, when in ſtead of growing better in 
rhe School, * grew-worle. butl ſpeak of Admifion ; becauſe you write look to 
your Admiſton. 

$5 Oughr none to be admitted. into the Church, ;but ſuch as are Ree! Chriſtians » 
They muſt be Ree!: If Churches muſt be ſo pure, as your Books ſpeak of Name the 

= Text, that proves 0-5! 7:57 67: 20 £ ; 
Tf irhefo; then 'tis with Churches,as with Fonds. Some Ponds we obſerve. Tench 
and fuch Fiſh, will breed wellin ; burnot fat them ; in other Ponds, they will far 
but not breed. Churches 1t ſeems, are only to Far Chriſtian, [ it were well, if they 
were ſo Jnot to breed them 3 they are all bred Real Chriſtians, before they come in- 
tothe Church. Then itmuſt nor be ſaid of Zion, Pſal: 87. 45. This: and' that Mar, 
was born in her. there arenone born in Zior, they muſt be born Reg! Chriſtians ; 
ore they'come'into Zi; the Church : We uſeto fay, the Church & tbe! Mather, no, 
ſheis bur che Nurſe * The Church, brings forth no Children, Gal. 4. 26. Jeruſalem, 
which ks above, & free, which & the Mother of ws all. Jeruſalem b-ars no Children,they | 


muſt be all born, before they come there. Unleſs you will make Zion and Feruſalem 
| to be meant only the Imvifble Church, and this Inviſible Church, to be where there 
a is no-viſible Church; which were flrange. + i; 

That Icall Purity, which agrees with the Rule, the iſdom of God, not wat we call 


fry» 

I defire therefore, Light and Texts,that will carry it convincingly, that the Apo- 
files-Gid, and ſo now Paſtors obght, make the ftriteft Trial and Enquiry, that they 
whom they admir-inco-their Churches, be Real Chriſtians. That you may ſhow your 
ckar Texts, forthe Pure Churches, you do ſomention. .. 

- Whar the Ancients did; 1n ing of the Cetechumeni ſo mary years, is no Rule 
unto me. I ownnothing in the of God, but the Holy Scriptures. 

' ' As for your Mechanicks, which you have ſentour, as your Apoſtles, T look upon 
them, asI d6 upon all theſe Lay-Preachers in England, now riſen upin.this boundleſs 
Liberty, to be butthe Devils Deſign, firft ro Debaſe the Miniſtry, and then to over- 
throw jt. I can remember the time very well, whenthe Miniſtry of England was. in 
Honour, and ing work went on : No ſuch Debauchery was known or heard of 
in the Gentry and Mimflry,as is now. But when Bp. Land and his party fell ro Perſecu- 

ing, Silericing and drivingMinifters out of theNatton,and Wars following, Buff-Coats 
aff Red- Coats gerring into Pulpits, the Religious party were they, that gave the firſt 
blow to the Miniftry; with our Armies, role upan Army of Errors, and theſe did 
the buſineſs, having gotthe Sword in their Hand, to trample upon the Miniftry. 
When the King came in, andalmoſt two Thouſand Minifters caſt our mn one day : For 
os rreny bling were filled up with ſuch, that they who Honoured the Miniſter, 

not Honour them; and how wes; hom are there at this:'day::. Then came in 

This boundleſs Toleration, that' I have cold: by ſuch ' Magiſtrates, that are. our 
Friends, they EY ems" when theyſatein the Court, to ſee what fellows 


carne in,- and demand And this is another fruit of the Enziiſh Indepen- 
 cy,they have done no Service to the Church,thar have written and pleaded for' rhe 
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had nat beerrans Lay: Preacher n England :. 
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Bur why did not you, that have. thus-+printed -for :gifted Brethren, to go up and 
down and preach in otherChurches and Towns prove they might-alſo Baprize,and 4d- 
minifter the Lords Supper} _ ODE Sri. CA 1 ok TENTS: 

- 1+ I donot doubr bur they may. ; They that may do the. greater, may do- rheleſſer,” Bud 
tbey do the greater, 1. e Preach. Therefore, they may as well:Baptiqe. x Cor. 1. 19, Chrift 
ſent me not t0 Baptize; but to Preach the Goſpel, and. that ir ſeems your gifted Brethreri 
can do: That wh:ch Able Miniſters find to weighty, thatic takes up their whole time, 
with you, 1s bat alight matter. YR ar bagt hires IS 

2. Again, the greac qualification of. a Biſhop, .a$ Bp. is thaz he be ,.Ndux]oxws, j 
1 Tim, 3. 2. $0 2 Tink, 2: 5. $x9101 prima 1 73p%5 das This chiefly: makes him” a ' 
Biſhop; for the other qualificariorſs, belongs 'to/aÞl+Chriftians ;'and though'a Man 3 
have them, yet if he be nor gifted, fit ro reach, he ought not tobea Biſhop, for Bap- 4 
tizing, &'c. Thereneeds noſuch gift ; that's eaſily done, anly this advantage ;your - C. 
gitred Brethren have, above the orderly Miniſtry, that we axe confined to. our parti- 
cular Flocks'; but they, Apoſtle-like, are confined ronone;z- bur: Preach in various 
Towns and Churches: 5o that the Order which'Chriſt Inſticuted,is quiteover-thrown, 
And this itch we obſerve, is found only among the Inferior Mechanicks; for Gen-. 
rlemen that are both pious, and have far better parts than dy of thele, Scho- 
lars, divers-of them, they never. offer to- meddle with the Minifterial Office ;' bur 
keep their own Station. The loweſt of the People, 1 Kings 12. 31. will 'ferve Jerobozms 
turn for Priefts, That the Worſhip the Papiſtsgive the Virgin Mery,is Idolatrougthe 

gifted Brethren will not deny ; but the Papifſts affirm.1t, to be due to her, and prove 
it. She that brake the Serpents Head, deſerves Religzous Worſoip':, Bus the Virgin Mary did 
it, which they prove trom the vulzur Tranſlation -Qt-the Hebrew Text, Gen-3.15, She 
hall break thy Head Hence in her worſhip, they faying. | 

Haec eft mulier Virtutis, 

Que contrivit caputSerfenthie 

T bad the gifted Brother anſwer the Papiſts-; but nota word he could ſay. Dr. Owen, 
twice I obſerved him mentioning, whar a dangerous-thing it is, for Men to meddle 
with Interpretation of Scripture, that have not skill' in the Languages, wherein they 
were fennet.arid givesnotable inſtances, both inthe Hebrew and Greek Tongues: You 

thar write:ſo for the gifred Brethren, forgot to tell them, thar thoſe Men from whom 
you bring:your proofs in Scripture; had the Holy Scnpture1n their own Native Lan- 
guaze ; when it coſts us much labour and timerto attainthem. And tho' we have as 

ood a Tranſlation [ commended much by Diodari, in his Letter to the Synod of Alan 
vn- ] I think as any;,.zet;a Miniſter muft,and will ſee with is own eyes.yea,and ſome-- 
times depart from: it too. -. The Papilts in King Feme-s's time, Condemned our Tranſla- 

; _ as falſe :: Then our Faith is not well bottomed; how will the-gifred Bre:hrem de- 

dit? = | | 

| Bur this is the Eruitof this Engliſh Independency ; tho' Order is, and muſt be in all So- 
cteties in the World, the Church only muſt admit Cenfufion : As well may Men, who 
think, they have ſome knowledge of the Law : Iſle our Warrants, and firdown with MW 
Magiſtrates upon the Bench,as the Lay- Preachers-practiſe as rhey:do,and mot of them, $3 
if- nor all Anabaprifts ;. but for a Man, who befure was bur a Gaffer,ro'be now called. Maſter, to have the | 
people follow him, and he to frequent their Tables, is a betrer Trade;then w be 1 hrefking, or ſuch like work, | 

In New-England, itiour Church we had rwo, that did in the abſence of our Paſtor and Teacher Exercile ; 
bur they were Men, not only"very os bur Scholasr, and Mcu of fich excellentperts, thas theſe Lays» ' 
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